Christmas Day  Sung Eucharist 2010
Luke 2: 17  “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened.”

I hope you didn’t try flying to Bethlehem from Heathrow during this past week … !,
We make the journey to Bethlehem, to see ‘this thing that has happened’, not on the plane, but  in our imagination and our hearts.   And, as we imagine ourselves in that far off stable, the question is:  What has happened?

A baby boy has been born.

But, this happens virtually every minute of every day, somewhere in the world, so, underneath this ordinary and common-place birth,

What has happened?

Hope has been refreshed and renewed, in that little boy’s ordinary birth.

How does that work?

Well, let me answer by asking you:

What do you hope for at Christmas?

I hope for ...  nice presents,   happy family times, the chance to catch my breath, and, on a big scale, I hope for world peace; but not just at Christmas!

At Christmas a baby boy was born, in unpromising circumstances; Joseph had given Mary the benefit of the doubt ~ but who could have thought the accidental-boy would come to much?  Yet, what is remarkable, and hope-full, is that, 33 or so  years later, that boy had grown into a man, whom people believed showed God so closely and fully that, effectively, he was God.

Christmas, therefore, tells us, simply, but amazingly, that  hope, born every minute throughout the world, is a new-born baby ~ showing us God, as Jesus did. 
Christmas reminds us that angels sing in joy at the birth of each child, everywhere.   
All children show God. God cherishes everyone.  
Therefore, we matter.  Our lives are not meaningless. 
 Love is our purpose and promise. 
 Love hates dead-endings and seeks new beginnings. 
The birth of any baby reminds us of God’s gift of new beginnings, fresh from the womb. 
 So, Christmas tells us, it can be for us.  We can choose God’s fresh starts.  We can begin today.  

Why not?  
Why not start afresh today, choosing, as you never have before, for God and for goodness?

You don’t have to brave the chaos of Heathrow airport to go to Bethlehem.  In your heart and mind you can, this Christmas Day in Bournemouth, 2010, gaze in wonder at the ordinary baby Jesus, who is so like each of us.  God is saying to each of us, “As it was for Jesus, so it is for you ~ your hearts are full and over-flowing with a desire for my loving-kindness.  Choose life in your habits and attitudes and relationships.  On this Christmas Day, of all days, don’t be half-hearted! ~ choose fullness of life ~ and start afresh today!”
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