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EDITORIAL 

Welcome to the first edition of ‘Life in Bournemouth Town 

Centre Parish’ (or ‘Life’, for short.) Whether you are a regular 

member of our congregations or just someone who has 

picked up one of the many copies we have distributed to 

businesses and workplaces in our parish, I hope you will find 

something to enjoy from the articles offered here.  

The magazine is supplied free, but should you wish to make a 

donation towards the cost of production, please hand it to 

your church representative (details below) or send it to 

Magazine Treasurer, c/o Parish Office, St Peter’s Church, 

Hinton Road, BOURNEMOUTH, BH1 2EE. We are also happy 

to have more advertisers. 

Articles for inclusion in future magazines should be sent to 

Tony Clarke either by mail, email or via the church 

representatives.  

This is our new parish-wide magazine. I am happy to receive 
constructive comments or offers of help, either directly or 
through other members of the committee. Our aim is to give 
the parish a quality magazine which unites us all, so we are 
truly Bournemouth Town Centre Parish.  
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Please be aware that any views expressed in the magazine 

are those of the author and not necessarily those of the 

parish or the Church. 

Tony Clarke 

Magazine committee: 
Tony Clarke – Editor and St Stephen’s representative 
(tony@asclarke.co.uk, 01425 476484, 5 The Mount 
RINGWOOD BH24 1XX) 
Clive and Janet Knowles – Admin. and advertising 
(clive@qualis.co.uk) 
Cilla Moore – St Augustin’s representative 
Kate Pinnock – St Peter’s representative 

THE TEAM RECTOR 

WELCOMES ‘LIFE’ 

Dear Friends, 

You have to understand that we are very lucky.  Most who 

contemplate a Parish Magazine also have to make do with 

rather pedestrian prose.  Tony Clarke would tolerate no such 

affront to humanity!  I haven’t asked him, but my strong 

suspicion is that Tony would agree with John Humphrys 

when he wrote:  “Ugly language can ruin your day.”, and “I 

love words. Let me be honest, I love the sound of my own 

mailto:tony@asclarke.co.uk
mailto:clive@qualis.co.uk
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voice.  Show me a broadcaster (or teacher, or priest) who 

doesn’t. I like listening to other people almost as much – 

especially when they are using good English.  Sometimes 

there is a real thrill of pleasure.  It is like walking in the surf, 

letting the waves lap over your bare feet …” 

Now it is that thrill of pleasure that we can look forward to 

enjoying as we savour, over our gin and tonic, “Life in 

Bournemouth Town Centre Parish”.  Tony will take your 

words (and mine ~ you are lucky!) and transform them into 

something really rather better.  So don’t be shy in offering 

your contributions. 

Your contributions, transformed, transmuted and tweaked 

(but not twittered), can become the literary high point of 

someone’s day.  Why not try?  Put pen to paper (for the 

Luddites) or fingers to keys, and go with the creative flow.  

And then send it to Tony. 

But, as the creative juices start to course through your brain, 

you might ask yourself, ‘What is good English?’   John 

Humphrys had a few apposite words to say about that too:  

“Good English? ~ making lists and ticking boxes doesn’t really 

get us anywhere.  You cannot judge language the same way 

you test a car when its MOT has expired.  It is possible to 

catch a butterfly, pin it to a board and study its anatomy, but 
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its essence has vanished.  To appreciate what an 

extraordinary creature it is you need to see it in flight, or 

settling on a buddleia, flapping and closing its fragile wings 

before it sets off to fly thousands of miles to another 

continent.  Language is always on the wing.  It cannot be 

analyzed and examined to see whether it works, any more 

than you can study a pinned butterfly and understand how it 

can navigate those vast distances without compass or 

computer.  Sure, a sentence can be broken down into its 

component parts.  It might pass all the tests set for it by the 

most rigorous grammarian and still make you want to 

remove your own liver out of sheer boredom.”  

Now, that is what we don’t want and, mercifully, Tony won’t 

allow it.  All prose is capable of becoming prosaic (Is that 

what we want?). 

“Life” is a great quarterly means of upping the profile of the 

Church in our Parish.  It is about the partnership of our three 

churches with each other, and with a very wide range of 

others in our Town Centre. I very warmly welcome it! 

Ian Terry 
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THE SOCIETY OF MARY 

QUEEN OF ALL SAINTS 

(BOURNEMOUTH) WARD 

Arundel Castle: Outing and Guided tour 
of the House and Gardens 

Friday 13th April, 2012 

 

 

   

 

 

 

In order to have a tour of the House and Gardens for our 
group, an early start has to be made:- 

Departure Points and Times: 
Tarrant Keyneston, True Lover Knot  …..7.15 a.m. 
Broadstone, Broadway               …..7.35 a.m. 
Canford Heath, The Pilot, Adastral Square     …..7.45 a.m. 
BOURNEMOUTH, S. Stephen’s Church            …..8.00 a.m. 
Pokesdown Station    …..8.10 a.m. 
Ringwood, Meeting House Lane  …..8.30 a.m. 
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BOOKING FORM (Total cost coach, guided tour and access to the 

house and gardens after tour: £40) I enclose my deposit of £20, per 

person, to reserve my place with the tour:- 

Name ………………….      

No: of seats, etc.  ……….. 

Boarding at:  ………………………. 

Contact details………………………………………………………. 

PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO: The Society of Mary 

(Bournemouth Ward) and return with the booking form to:- 

Henry W. T. FRIER, 2, Dundas Road, POOLE BH17 8PT and state your 

coach joining point. 

TIME FOR A LAUGH 
A little silver-haired lady calls her neighbour and says, 
"Please come over here and help me. I have a killer jigsaw 
puzzle and I can't figure out how to get started."  
 
Her neighbour asks, "What is it supposed to be when it's 
finished?"  
 
The little silver haired lady says, "According to the picture on 
the box, it's a rooster." She lets him in and shows him where 
she has the puzzle spread all over the table.  
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He studies the pieces for a moment, looks at the box, then 

turns to her and says, "First of all, no matter what we do, 

we're not going to be able to assemble these pieces into 

anything resembling a rooster."   

"Secondly, I want you to relax. Let's have a nice cup of tea, 

and then," he says with a deep sigh…"we’ll put all the Corn 

Flakes back in the box." 

submitted by Brenda Knott 

There’s a story about a Trappist monastery where the rules were very 

strict. They observed a vow of total silence, except in worship. Every 

ten years the monks were allowed to speak just two words.    

After his first ten years, one monk went to see the Abbot.  ‘It has been 

ten years,’ said the Abbot. ‘What two words you would like to speak?’  

‘Bed . . . hard,’ said the monk.  ‘I see,’ replied the Abbot. 

Ten years later the same monk returned to the Abbot.  ‘It has been ten 

more years. What are the two words you would like to speak?’  ‘Food . 

. . stinks,’ said the monk.  ‘I see,’ replied the Abbot.  

Yet another ten years passed, and once again the same monk met with 

the Abbot. ‘What are your two words now after these ten years?’  The 

monk replied: ‘I . . . quit.’  ‘Well, I can quite understand why,’ replied 

the Abbot. ‘All you ever do is complain.’ 

submitted by Glynn James  
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CHRISTIAN AID  

We are deeply grateful for all the help we have received in 
the parish in this past year, supporting some of the amazing 
work that is being done by Christians in over 50 countries in 
the world. We hope you will be willing to continue to help in 
the year ahead. 

On Saturday 12th May Christian Aid Week starts with the 
Seafront Sponsored Walk and Cycle Ride. You can walk or 
ride for as long, or as short a journey as you are able to do, 
starting at any of a number of points from Southbourne 
through to Poole (families welcomed!).  Many will be going 
door-to-door in their neighbourhoods to drop off red 
envelopes. Volunteers will also be needed for the Saturday 
collections on the 19th May. 

 Christian Aid is working with partners in more than 50 
countries world-wide to help build communities to fight 
famine, drought and ignorance – can you please help? 

 Rosemary Faure (Enquiries to 01202 467239) 

 

Don’t forget the Car Boot Sale at St Stephen’s on Saturday 
23rd of June at 10.00 a.m.  

Please come and support this fun event.  
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 LUNCHTIME RECITALS AT 

ST.PETER'S 

  A tradition established at St. Peter's over very many years is 
still very much alive. 

 2012 promises to be an exciting year with recitalists who are 
well-established in the world of music together with those 
who are young and talented and are just entering  the 
profession. All are happy to be performing for our 
appreciative and supportive audiences during the coming 
season. 

 Members of the audience come from all walks of life: some 
are church members; the majority are those who have a love 
of music and share friendships with the people they meet on 
a weekly basis. The common bond is the opportunity to 
hear music of a high quality in a setting which encourages 
both experienced and young performers to give of their best 
to an enthusiastic audience. 

Do come along and enjoy music in the company of people 
from our own locality and visitors who visit the area regularly 
and make this weekly occasion one of the highlights of 
their visit to Bournemouth. Admission is free but donations 
are gratefully received to defray expenses and to contribute 
to the maintenance of this beautiful church. 
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 We look forward to welcoming you all each Wednesday 
from April 25th to November 28th inclusive. The recitals start 
at 1.15p.m. and finish at 1.45 p.m.  

 Mary Diprose - Recitals Organiser and Host 

RECITALISTS 

 
April 25 - U3A Vintage Brass 
May 2 - Benjamin Birtle - cello 
May 9 - Maureen Galea - piano 
May 16 - David Beeby – organ 
May 23 - Ian McDonough – violin 

David Boarder - piano  
May 30 - Harang Yoo - piano and violin 
June 6 -  Caren Friel - voice 
June 13 - Nikolai Krinitski - cello 
June 20 - Philip Lange - piano 
June 27 - Liquorice Clarinet Group 
July 4 - Musicians from Poole Grammar School 
July 11 - Cathy Beeby and her Music Scholars 

Daniel Bell, piano, organ, voice 
Alex Cox - piano and clarinet 

July 18 - Sam Hanson - organ  
July 25 - Gwenda Malpass-Stocks, saxophone and clarinet 
group 
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THE BATH TUB TEST 

During a visit to my doctor, I asked him, ‘How do you 
determine whether or not an older person should be put in 
an old age home?’ 

‘Well,’ he said, ‘we fill up a bathtub. Then we offer a 
teaspoon, a teacup and a bucket to the person to empty the 
bathtub.’ 

‘Oh, I understand,’ I said. ‘A normal person would use the 
bucket because it is bigger than the spoon or the teacup.’ 

‘No,’ he said. ‘A normal person would pull the plug. Would 
you like a bed near the window?’ 

submitted by Brenda Knott 

ST. PETER'S GRAVEYARD 

St. Peter's Church stands in 5.5 acres that were bequeathed 
by the Gervis Estates to the Church in June 1846. The records 
show that there are more than 1,600 burials in the 
graveyard. The land is artificially made up and ranges from 
the comparatively flat on the north side to steep banks on 
the south. 

Within the graveyard are mature specimens of Red Pine and 
Scots Pine, a favourite Victorian tree. We also have mature 
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Sweet Chestnut, Oak and Beech trees interspersed with 
Silver Birch, Holly, Sycamore, Yew and Thuja. There are 
Rhododendrons, Viburnam Tinus, White berry, Acuba and 
Laurel bushes. 

We have grassy dells within the graveyard, a thickening 
shrubbery on the west side adjacent to the busy Hinton Road 
and holly bushes to the east side adjacent to St. Peter's 
Road. The area to the south that abuts a public car park is 
steep with mature trees and shrubs forming a haven for wild 
life. 

To maintain this wonderful facility in the centre of 
Bournemouth's commercial and club district, an 
environmentally-sound work programme has commenced in 
conjunction with the council gardening department, the 
arborists, tree surgeons and grass mowing contractors. 

Three years ago the whole area belonged to vagrants and 
rough sleepers. Every conceivable degradation took place in 
the graveyard. Graves were being desecrated. Thirteen 
rough-sleeping sites were removed, public order bylaws 
enforced, and gates to footpaths that originally existed 
replaced at the East and South entrances of the Church yard. 
These gates are locked around 9 p.m. and opened around 5 
a.m. each day.  The main gates are open at all times in case 
the emergency services need access to the Church or 
graveyard.  A foul set of steps on the north wall, used as 
toilets, has been blocked and the area turned into a flower 
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bed.  

Some 75 whips were planted to grow and in time replace the 
mature trees. Sadly the vagrants cut the leaders from every 
young tree. They also destroyed twenty year-old magnolias 
that formed a circle on the grassy banks. Two Acer trees had 
to be removed as the roots had been cut and branches 
broken. There are two trees adjacent to the upper path each 
around fifteen years old that have had their leaders pulled 
off. 

We planted a column oak to commemorate the 200 years 
since Bournemouth was founded. So far this has survived 
untouched. We hope by closing the gates, the destructive 
behaviour is curtailed. 

At the East end of the graveyard, 25 holly bushes are 
scheduled to be planted this spring. At the South end, the 
shrubbery has been pruned to form a hedge and grow up as 
a buffer against the traffic and carbon dioxide fumes.  

The trees and shrubs in the graveyard were braided up to 
allow sight lines to curtail unruly behaviour. This also 
encouraged flight paths for smaller birds. The chippings from 
the branches have matured over twelve months and are 
being used as mulch to improve the flower beds at the front 
of the Church. 

The damaged whips will be replaced in Autumn 2012.  
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The grass areas are left long and only cut three times each 
year. Grass absorbs carbon dioxide. St. Peters grounds are 
surrounded by traffic emitting carbon dioxide. The shrubs, 
trees and grass all absorb carbon dioxide and return oxygen 
to the air. 

In the dells, wild daffodils, crocuses and bluebells are now 
able to thrive. Foxgloves, Cyclamen and Wood Anemone 
have been planted. Unfortunately the Foxglove spires have 
been broken down by the vandals the last two summers. On 
the bank areas large clumps of Violets thrive since the 
blackberries were cut out. Primroses have colonised an area 
under the oak trees.  

Some two thousand daffodil and five hundred crocus bulbs 
have been planted.  

The wild area to the south of the graveyard has been cleared 
of fly tipping. It is now home to rabbits, squirrels, a vixen, a 
pair of jays and a variety of song birds. With the reduction in 
night time disturbance, we have seen Crossbills, Tree 
creepers, Gold crests, Finches, Tits, Blackbirds, Robins re-
appeared in the graveyard. We will be putting nesting boxes 
on suitable trees later this year. 

Along both paths the bulbs in the light standards have been 
changed to low wattage but still give the same illumination 
to the paths used by the public.  An additional lamppost has 
been installed at the east end of the church to illuminate a 
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dark public area.      

Our next environmental project is to look into the suitability 
of composting. The Church office can provide shredded 
paper, the visitors’ centre teabags, paper towels and 
vegetable matter. Leaves and the grass cuttings can be used; 
prunings, autumn and summer planting can all be added to 
make compost.   

The soil in the flower beds is greensand, very friable and in 
need of humus to improve the soil structure and fertility. We 
propose a themed summer planting to commemorate the 
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. 

Brenda Knott 

 

Parish Away Day at St Mark’s, Talbot Village  
Saturday 24th March 

9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
 

An exciting new sense of Mission is being felt in the Town 
Centre Parish, and, in order to ensure that we divine what it 
is that God wants from us, it is important that the views of 
everyone in the congregations of our three churches are 

received and considered. 
Please come and help us find the way forward. 
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Simnel Cake 

Simnel cake is a light fruit cake similar to a 

Christmas cake but covered in toasted 

marzipan and eaten during the Easter 

period. A layer of marzipan or almond 

paste is also baked in the middle of the cake. Around the top 

of the cake are eleven marzipan balls said to represent the 

true disciples of Jesus. Judas is omitted. 

However Food historian Annie Gray suggests that in reality 

Simnel Cakes have been known since medieval times and 

more recently they became a Mothering Sunday tradition, 

when young girls in service would make one, to take home to 

their mother’s on their rare day off which was the fourth 

Sunday in Lent. 

Why not try this lovely recipe using marzipan rather than 

making your own almond paste? 

Prep Time: 30 minutes   Cook Time: 4 hours 
Total Time: 4 hours, 30 minutes 
Ingredients: 
 1 ¼ lbs/ 560g readymade almond paste (***marzipan) 
 Milk to mix 
 2 tbsp apricot jam 
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 1 lb/ 450g dried mixed fruits including glace cherries 
 3 oz/80g candied chopped peel 
 8 oz/ 225g plain flour 
 Pinch salt 
 1 tsp ground cinnamon 
 1 tsp grated nutmeg 
 6 oz/ 175g butter 
 6 oz /175g fine/caster sugar 
 3 large eggs, beaten 
Preparation: 
 Heat the oven to 325°F/170°C/Gas 3  
 Line a 7 inch cake tin with parchment or greaseproof 

paper. 
 Divide the almond paste into 3 and take one portion and 

roll it to a round the size of the cake tin. 
 In a large roomy baking bowl mix the mixed dried fruits, 

peel with the flour, salt and spices. 
 In another large bowl cream the butter with the sugar 

until light and fluffy. Add the beaten egg to the butter 
mixture a little bit at a time, beating well after each 
addition - do not try to rush this process as the mixture 
could curdle. If it does curdle simply add a tbsp of the 
flour and mix again. This should bring the mixture back 
together. 

 Carefully fold in half the flour and half the fruit into the 
egg and butter mixture; once incorporated, repeat with 
the remaining flour and fruit. 
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 Put half of the cake mixture into the tin, smooth and cover 
with the round of almond paste. Put the remaining cake 
mixture into the tin and smooth the surface carefully. 
Bake in the centre of the oven for 1 hour. 

 Lower the heat to 300°F/150°C/Gas 2 and bake for 3 hours 
until the cake is golden brown. Remove from the oven and 
leave to cool in the tin. 

 Roll another third of almond paste, again to the size of the 
tin. Make the remaining almond paste equally into 11 tiny 
balls. 

 Once the cake is completely cool, remove from the tin and 
brush the top of the cake with apricot jam and cover with 
the disc of almond paste. Place the 11 tiny balls of paste 
evenly around the edge. Brush the paste all over with a 
little apricot jam and place under a hot grill until lightly 
browned. 

 The cake can then be decorated as you wish with tiny 
Easter eggs or any other Easter theme. 

Janet Knowles 

Advice to Brides: Nervous about the start of your 
wedding? Just remember to walk down the aisle, stop at 
the altar and wait for the first hymn. To remind yourself, 
just say, ’Aisle... altar... hymn’ to yourself as you wait 
outside.       submitted by TC  
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Easter Day 
 
Emmanuel! Emmanuel! The Lord our God is here!  
The One who came by human birth,  
Who lived in fullness here on earth,  
Greets us with Easter cheer.  
 
Emmanuel! Emmanuel! The Christ who lives today,  
Appears in Spring as Heaven’s Flower;  
The clay-wrapped corm, through Easter power,  
Finds beauty, not decay.  
 
Emmanuel! Emmanuel! The victim once lamented,  
Leaves the darkness of the tomb;  
Comes the Easter Garden’s bloom  
In garments still myrrh-scented.  
 
Emmanuel! Emmanuel! Our season’s blossom blaze  
Refreshes thought of life eternal  
Springing from the gospel kernel 
Sown in us in former days.  
 
Emmanuel! Emmanuel! Make us your Love’s concern.  
Your life has risen up through death  
And in the garden’s morning breath  
Your presence we discern.  
 
Emmanuel! Emmanuel! Mysterious gardener, stay!  
Bless us with your uplifted hand:  
So shall we know what Love has planned,  
That final Easter Day!  

Peter Lloyd  
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SERVICE TIMES 

St Augustin’s 

SUNDAY (except Third):  

Holy Communion – 10:00 a.m. 

THIRD SUNDAY: 

Matins – 10.00 a.m. 
Holy Communion – 6.00 p.m. (during British Summer Time 
only) 

FIRST THURSDAY: 

Coffee – 10.00 a.m. followed by 
Holy Communion at 11.00 a.m. 

SECOND THURSDAY: 

St Augustin’s fellowship – 10.30 a.m. 

St Augustin’s is a small but beautiful church with a loyal 
congregation. Its churchmanship is straight-forward Church 
of England with few frills. Visitors are welcome. Matins, 
which many people enjoy, is offered here. 
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St Peter’s 

SUNDAY (except First): 

 
Holy Communion Prayer Book (said) - 8.00a.m. 
Sung Eucharist – 10.00 a.m. 
Choral Evensong – 4.00 p.m. (Evening prayer during holidays) 

FIRST SUNDAY IN MONTH: 

 
Holy Communion Prayer Book (said) – 8.00a.m. 
Family Service – 9.30 a.m. 
Sung Eucharist – 10.30 a.m. 
Choral Evensong – 4:00 p.m. 

MONDAY  

Holy Communion – 12.15 p.m. 

THURSDAY: 

Holy Communion – 12.15 p.m. 
 

St Peter’s is a large, beautiful building. It acts as the civic 
church for Bournemouth. It runs a visitors’ centre which is 
popular with the town community. Services are varied in style 
and soundly based in tradition. Visitors are welcomed. 
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St Stephen’s 

SUNDAY: 
 
Low Mass – 8.00 a.m. 
High Mass (Sung) – 10.4 5a.m. 

TUESDAY: 

Low Mass – 10.00 a.m. 

WEDNESDAY: 

Low Mass and morning coffee – 10.00 a.m. 

SATURDAY: 

Low Mass – 10.00 a.m. 

Evening prayer is said at 5.15 p.m. on Monday and Thursday.  

On the first Sunday of the month, ‘Evening Reflections’ from 

8.00 p.m. to 9.00 p.m. 

St Stephen’s is steeped in the Anglican tradition, which some 

would call ‘High Church’.  It has beautiful architecture and a 

tradition of high quality music and worship. Visitors are 

welcomed. 
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SOCIETY OF MARY 

PILGRIMAGE 2011 
After a year of waiting, September 20th 2011 arrived and we 
were off to Italy and more importantly – Roma! I had been 
looking forward to this – the highlight of my year. When the 
Holy Trinity (Doncaster) Trio were planning what to take (for 
the first time we would be away longer than a week – 9 days 
in total with the stay-over the night before in the Stansted 
area) the topic of how many pairs of knickers to take came 
up. Of course it depended on how many pairs were to be 
thrown out of windows. 
 
We landed in a wet Ancona and made the 40 minutes coach 
ride to Loreto and the first hotel of the pilgrimage. Loreto is a 
bigger place than I expected (I thought it was a small village 
in the middle of nowhere). Don’t ask me where I got this idea 
from but how wrong I was.  
 
The town of Loreto is famous for having the Holy House 
where the Annunciation took place in the Holy Land before it 
was ‘flown’ over to Loreto. The Basilica is the only fortified 
Basilica known in Italy. In the middle of this very ornate 
Church there is a marble building which is covered with 
carved images and statutes. As one walks through the doors, 
one is met by a stillness and quietness of people praying in 
this special place – The Holy House. The only light is candles  
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on the altar and light shining on Our Lady of Loreto who has 
a sparkling robe covering her. The Holy House very much 
reminds me of Walsingham’s Holy House. The ceiling is blue 
and covered with little gold stars and it does look as though 
you are looking at the night sky. One corner of the floor is 
covered with glass where one can see the foundations of the 
Holy House. All around the Marble exterior of the Holy 
House there are Chapels which are ornately decorated. 
 
We walked around the town and looked in the various shops 
– not the tat that you can see in Lourdes – although there 
was a little if one looked for it. The view from the hotel was 
wonderful, overlooking the surrounding countryside and in 
the distance one could see the Adriatic Sea.   During our stay 
we were given a great guided tour around the fortifications 
and Basilica. We looked around the museum and indulged 
ourselves with ice cream in the warm sunny weather. 
 
After two days we moved onto Subiaco and the breath-
taking walk to S. Benedict’s Monastery and the wonderful 
views which St Benedict would have seen all those years ago. 
The coach journey to Subiaco was great with all the 
knowledge from Jacqueline (our wonderful, friendly and 
helpful guide from PAX Travel) of the surrounding 
countryside and sights we were passing. The Guesthouse for 
the overnight stay was halfway up a hill just outside the town 
of Subiaco and was in front of S. Scholastica’s Monastery.:  
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Once everyone made the steep walk up to S. Benedict’s 

Monastery, we were all instantly overwhelmed with the 

fabulous views of the surrounding countryside and the inside 

of a painted monastery which was on four levels. We were 

expertly guided by one of the Benedictine Monks – whose 

love for the place came out as we went around the 

monastery. We had the great privilege of having Mass 

celebrated in the Chapel there. The following morning after 

Mass in S. Scholastica’s Monastery Chapel we were given a 

guided tour around the Monastery.  

Then we were all packed up again and Roma we come! I was 

really excited and then when we finally arrived, I thought it 

was all a dream when we drove past the Coliseum and made 

our way to our guesthouse for the next four days. The only 

word that kept coming to mind was ‘wow’ at everything I 

saw! 

After dinner that night in the guesthouse, Jacqueline let the 
Holy Trinity Trio know where they were staying and it was to 
be in the Cardinal’s Apartment – that explained the entrance 
hall, living room, dressing room, study and bedroom.  What a 
privilege! 

We had four fabulous days visiting the various Churches, 

Basilicas and other sights of Rome.   We had a visit to the 
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Christian Unity Council Buildings, met with Monsignor Mark 

Langham who gave a talk on what unites the Catholic Church 

with other denominations, what the Council does and how 

Mary brings people together. We briefly met Cardinal Koch 

from the council, who warmly welcomed us individually by 

shaking hands with everyone. 

During our visit to St Maria Maggorie, Cardinal Law was 
present and during this he presented a Rosary blessed by 
Pope Benedict XVI to the oldest pilgrim in the group. What a 
lovely gesture! 

We visited the Cathedral of Rome, Scala Santa (Steps which 

Jesus took to see Pontius Pilate), Santa Croce (Holy Cross 

Church) where we saw the end of an Italian wedding take 

place, Catacombs, St Paul Outside the Walls (where S. Paul 

was martyred), Saint Peter’s Basilica in the Vatican. 

During our pilgrimage we had plenty of free time to explore 
on our own and as a group. On the Sunday morning the 
Doncaster trio with Dorothy and Henry went on a hop on 
and hop off bus and I think this the best way to see all the 
sights of Rome without the hassle of queuing – we saw the 
Coliseum, Circus Maximus, the Forum and many more 
places. 
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The pilgrimage was a great privilege, at times very spiritual, 
moving and emotional but also a time for laughter – 
especially the guided tours around the Cardinal’s Apartment.  
 
Thank you to Fr Rowlands and Bishop Robert Ladds who led 
this special pilgrimage in the 80th year of the Society of Mary. 
I, for one, will never forget what I saw and experienced 
during the time spent in Italy. 

Louise Arrand 

 

MUSIC MATTERS 

at St Stephen’s 
CHOIR: 
Christmas is the time of year when the choir likes to be able 
to contribute to the wider community. In December the 
choir took part in the “Christmas Cracker” held in the 
Pavilion with an audience of over 1,000. This raised over 
£1,000 for the Mayor’s charities. We have done this now for 
over ten years, and the event raises the profile of our church 
in the community. Our carol service followed a few days 
later, and was again a highly successful event in aid of the 
“Children in Need” Charity. 

 You may have noticed that the choir is growing with several 
new members having joined us recently. These days it is not 
possible to demand the 100% attendance which was 
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required when many of us were younger, but we welcome 
singers who are prepared to be part of our choir when they 
can. Friday night choir practice has become more like “St 
Stephen’s Singing Club” and even includes a junior section! 
There will be occasions when the entire choir sing together, 
but it is great to have a wide group who can be called on for 
special occasions. New members like this arrangement, and 
there is always room for extra singers. 
 The choir joined with our neighbours at Richmond Hill URC 
for an Advent service, and we will sing together again in a 
performance of Stainer’s Crucifixion on Passion Sunday here 
at St Stephen’s.  
 
 FESTIVAL:  
Our 17th festival (who can believe that!) is now on the 
horizon, (5th – 7th May). We have a great programme 
arranged and I hope that everyone in the parish will support 
these special three days. 

Our leaflets are available at the back of all three churches, 
and I hope that you will take some to display in local 
churches near where you live. Many of us take leaflets to a 
wide range of churches, but we cannot get everywhere. If 
you were to take half a dozen leaflets to a church near your 
home, that would be so helpful. It is amazing where some of 
our regulars first heard of the festival. 

 The performing guests this year include some very fine 
church musicians. The nature of the festival is that you are 
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able to meet them during the weekend, so please help to 
spread the message. 

 There are areas of the festival which need financial support, 
and many of you have been very generous in your giving to 
support things such as: 

1. The strings for the Sunday morning mass (£150) 
2. The festival organist (contributions welcomed) 
3. The soloist’s fees (from £50 - £150) 
4. Wine on Monday evening after Exeter Philharmonic 

Choir concert. 
5. The list could go on but if you would like to be a 

special sponsor, please do. 

 Once again we are asking you to provide cakes for the tea 
after evensong for the visiting choir and congregation. 

 The festival has always made a surplus financially, and this is 
used to provide a float for the next year as well as to 
purchase new music as the year goes through. We always 
aim to give a substantial donation to general church funds 
and have done so most years.  

So let’s make sure that the 2012 festival is a wonderful three 
days and I thank you all in advance for your tremendous 
support. 
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ORGAN RECITALS: 
We will be continuing with our organ recitals this year, 
starting with the Whitlock recital by David Hill as part of the 
festival. Andrew Millington will be coming later in the year, 
as will David Davies (both of Exeter) plus a return visit by the 
very popular Gordon Stewart. Full details will be published 
soon, but please support these evenings. We are the only 
Anglican Church in Bournemouth which still has regular 
organ recitals. We try to make the evening as enjoyable as 
possible for those who enjoy music, but are not part of the 
regular organ recital clientele. We have an hour of glorious 
music, with an interval where you can enjoy our customary 
refreshments. Please support these evenings.  
 
ORGAN VOLUNTARIES DURING LENT: 

 Last year we played the Eight Short Preludes and Fugues by 
Bach as something different during Lent. This year we have 
decided to play music for Manuals only (no Pedal) by English 
composers. These will be earlier music, usually from the 18th 
century and will include such musicians as: George Frederick 
Handel, John Stanley, Samuel Wesley, John Bennet, Matthew 
Camidge and others! 

 Ian Harrison 
 

A joke for Techies: The Apple store was robbed yesterday. 
Police are interviewing i-witnesses. 

TC 
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HOPE CONCERT SATURDAY 

30TH JUNE 7P.M. CANFORD 

CLIFFS VILLAGE HALL 

 

Tickets £8 inc. Glass of Wine, Nibbles, Songs & Music. 

All of proceeds go directly to the Hope Charity. 

Tickets From Jenny Long 01202 760193 
e:jenlong@btinternet.com 

All over India tens of thousands of children suffer from 
deprivation both on the city streets and in rural areas. We 
are contacted on a regular basis concerning the plight of 
children of all ages who have been abandoned, orphaned or 
who for a variety of reasons are suffering abuse or 
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starvation.  Hope Community Village was established to 
make a difference to the lives of just some of these children. 
We are a registered charity both in the UK and India, building 
and running our project in a very special village community 
in Kerala, Southern India.  Each of our homes is managed by 
a ‘Mother’ – committed and caring whose job it is to provide 
children with shelter, support and encouragement – creating 
a family environment and acting as support and refuge into 
young adulthood and beyond. 

Web Page: http://hopeindia.org/home.html 

Jenny Long (of St Augustin’s congregation) 

“And don’t dilly-dally on the 

way!” 

Familiar words sung with fun and cheer at many a joyful sing-song 

round a piano! Lovely word isn’t it... dilly-dally! 

Don’t dilly-dally... get a move on... stop hesitating and wasting 

time! 

It seems to me that it would be very appropriate for that song to 

be sung next time the General Synod assemble. For many 

observers of how the Church of England is delaying over its 

process towards the Ordination of Women as Bishops, it is 

perhaps the mildest of language being used: “Stop dilly-dallying!” 

http://hopeindia.org/home.html
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In November 1992 I was privileged to be able to walk through the 

door which said “CLERGY AYES” when at long last the Church 

decided to allow women to have their vocations to be Priests to 

be recognised. (I would argue that the Holy Spirit had long before 

that shown them worthy of that role!)  

Now, I am no academic theologian but I do believe that we 

Anglicans do uphold the three-fold Ministry of Deacons, Priests 

and Bishops and that all are open to all. For me, it seems 

somehow a dichotomy for the Church to delay the move to 

ordain women as Bishops when for nigh on twenty years in 

England we’ve been ordaining women as Priests. (And of course 

elsewhere in the Anglican communion it has been longer.) 

So what’s the dilly-dallying about? 

I am told it is to be sensitive and careful. 

Sensitive to whom? There are strong voices who would argue 

that to keep saying no is not only discriminatory (and,  

in today’s multi-cultural, open advanced 21st century Britain, to 

discriminate against women in this way in any other profession or 

organisation would be against the law! Why should the Church be 

above that law?)  but is also no less than a form of apartheid. 

Strong words. And are they not judgmental? 

No, because we need to ask ‘Who is being judged?’ 
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There is I would argue a huge risk that to the hundreds of 

thousands who already feel alienated from the Church, this 

message of “dilly-dallying” will only enforce their opinions that 

the Church is full of bigotry and hypocrisy. 

Now to all of us who find in Jesus and His Gospel of Inclusive Love 

an overwhelming welcome and a home, this is difficult to live 

with. 

Soon we shall be celebrating the joys of Easter and our song will 

be “Alleluia!” 

Surely, surely it cannot be too long before the Church...the 

vehicle for sharing the Truth of Resurrection... realises that the 

dichotomy is not only wrong, it is contrary to what the Gospel 

teaches. 

So, indeed “don’t dilly-dally on the way” 

I cannot wait until the joyous day when I see one of my many 

talented, gifted and devoted sister Priests made a Bishop. 

Maybe, just maybe we would then see far less dilly-dallying about 

many other matters… 

P Martin Broad 
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THE ST PETER’S/  

ST STEPHEN’S LINK  

How it all started 
 

Today we take it for granted that St Peter’s and St Stephen’s 
are the two longstanding mainstays of our Town Centre 
Parish, but the strong link that bound the two churches 
together from the beginning is often forgotten. The churches 
in fact owe their foundation and early development to two 
men, the Reverends Alexander Bennett, father and son, both 
of them buried in St Peter's churchyard 

  
The Reverend Alexander Morden Bennett became the first 
vicar of St. Peter’s when he accepted the living in 1845 and 
was instrumental in developing the church to its present size 
between 1855 and December 1879. Sadly he died in January 
1880, but his church was complete. By this time his son, the 
Reverend Alexander Sykes Bennett, who shared his father’s 
strict tractarian views (views which had earlier attracted the 
Reverend John Keble to worship at St. Peter’s) had become 
Priest-in- charge at St Swithun's Church. 

  
Morden Bennett’s death in 1880 produced two problems - 
naming a successor as vicar of St. Peter’s and deciding how 
to commemorate the great man’s work over nearly 35 years. 
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The parishioners’ thoughts naturally turned to his son 
Alexander Sykes Bennett for the former post: he could be 
expected to carry the church forward in the mould 
introduced by his father. However, this was not to be as the 
Lord of the Manor, Sir George Meyrick, who held the 
patronage of St Peter’s, was of a more evangelical 
persuasion. The evangelical wing of the Church of England in 
Bournemouth was by now already catered for (to Morden 
Bennett’s discontent) by Holy Trinity Church, one of the 
instigators of which had been John Tregonwell, son of the 
'Founder of Bournemouth’.  

  
The problem of commemorating Morden Bennett’s long 
ministry was eventually settled by a decision to build a 
completely new church, St. Stephen’s, in his memory and 
offering the incumbency to his son, the Reverend Alexander 
Sykes Bennett. Sykes Bennett not only accepted the post but 
held it from 1881 to 1911, providing ritualistic high church 
services that his father had never dared to introduce at St. 
Peter’s.  

  
It is possible that, from that day to this, St. Stephen’s services 
have always traditionally been “higher” than those of St. 
Peter’s, but the author is no expert in these matters. Suffice 
it to say that today, under the banner of Bournemouth Town 
Centre Parish, the two churches continue to work together 
successfully in a mutually-supportive manner. 

John Walker, Bournemouth local historian 
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A Letter from New Zealand 

Dear Friends, As Christchurch continues to shake, more 

weakened buildings are damaged and demolished while yet 

more are considered unsafe.   The stronger quakes on 23 

December were a great disappointment as everyone was 

preparing to celebrate the end of a dreadful year.  Instead, 

many were faced with clearing silt from their properties, 

some for the fourth time, and some areas were without 

water on Christmas Day, while engineers worked to restore 

the supply. 

Because buildings were unable to be checked, the Bishop 

decreed that all church services were to be held outside and 

we had a lovely service on Christmas morning in warm 

sunshine, but apparently it was very cold at Midnight Mass. 

The cathedral was further damaged at that time and 

continues to rock with each shake so that it is completely 

unsafe and has not been able to be entered as hoped, for the 

retrieval of any surviving artefacts.   Meanwhile, arguments 

rage about its restoration or replacement; the Dean has 

resigned and been elected to the City Council in a by-

election. 



 

~ 43 ~ 

 

Now buildings are being checked throughout the country 

and many are being closed as they are deemed to be unable 

to withstand earthquakes such as we have experienced here. 

On a lighter note, we are about to leave for a holiday touring 

Tasmania.   It will be good to have a change of scene and a 

break from all the depressing news here. 

We trust that all is well at St Stephen’s. 

Ann & Dudley Jinman (former parishioners) 

Found in Church Notices: 

 4.00 p.m. Hymn singing in the park. Bring a blanket 

and come prepared to sin.  

 ... and, following our bean supper, a performance by 

the Wind Band. 

 Worry killing you? Let the church help! 

 This morning’s sermon: Jesus walks on water             

This evening’s sermon: Searching for Jesus 

submitted by Cilla Moore 
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BOURNEMOUTH 

TOWN CENTRE PARISH 

St Peter’s    St Stephen’s   St Augustin’s 
 

The Rector:  Revd Dr Ian Terry 01202 554058 
Team Vicar:  Fr Robin Harger 01202 554355 

Reader:   Roger Marley   01202 535383 
Parish Office Administrator: 

Mrs Claire Way 01202 290986 
Parish Office, St Peter’s Church, Hinton Road, 

BOURNEMOUTH, BH1 2EE 
Emails: stpadmin@gotadsl.co.uk 

ianterry@live.co.uk 

My thanks to everyone who has in any way contributed to 

this magazine. We could use more reports of events 

happening in the parish. This is a vibrant and flourishing 

parish; let us not hide our lamp under a bushel! I re-iterate 

my plea for donations from those who feel they can afford to 

make a small contribution. Most important, though, is that 

you keep the articles coming. This is YOUR magazine. Please 

support it.        T.C. 

Deadline for copy for June edition: Sunday 20th May 
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