In Nomine Patris et Filii et Spiritus Sancti. Amen

Pentecost – so I feel it right to use a different language!

Latin=Romans    Luke wrote Acts partly to explain the Christian church to Roman world.

Acts is the “after-Crucifixion” story. It was a vigorous, thrilling narrative.

Pentecost story is vibrant, disturbing, rough, noisy, elemental

“Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them”  

It is not just a story, but is a piece of writing using symbols to put the experience of Holy Spirit in its setting. Fire is a prominent symbol in today’s reading.

Fire itself is important in many religions, both in ritual and as a symbol of important ideas.

 e.g. -frighten spirits, lighten darkness, destroy, punish, purify

The Jews loved their Exodus story – pillar of fire to guide them, Moses meeting with God in the burning bush, and on Sinai for the giving of the Law. Fire in these stories =Presence of God

  Hindu quote: “O fire, lead us to riches along the right path

                        Shining God, you know the minds of all!

                        Separate us from the sin that moves crookedly

                        Profuse words of praise we offer you.” 

    i.e.  Fire-god guides, illuminates, purifies, becomes focus of praise

Old Testament andNew Testament both use fire above all to suggest purifying action of God. 

   Viz.Isaiah being touched with coal from the altar, 

or John Baptist speaking of Jesus “He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire”

    The Holy Spirit’s fire prepares us for God’s service.

 John Donne (edited)

                      “I am a little world made cunningly of elements …..

                        but O I must be burnt!

                        Alas the fire of lust and envie have burnt me heretofore

                          And made me fouler!

                       Let their flames retire, and burn me, Lord

                          With a fiery zeal of Thee and thy House

                                 Which doth in eating, heal!”

For us today, the symbol of fire is above all the reminder of Pentecost – Red is the colour for Pentecost.

NOW, CAST YOUR MIND BACK     

It was a joyful festival.

There was a group of expectant people

The leader stands up, arms raised, and points over the heads of the people. His loud voice booms out

 “In the unlikely event of a fire…   (No! Not Pentecost. It’s Fr.Robin at May Festival!) 

We don’t want that sort of fire.

Do we want Pentecost fire either?  “In the unlikely event of a fire…

The Christian message spread like wildfire. In our age, the church is trying to spread the message in new ways. 

Viz. Inspectors’ Report on Ridley Hall in Church Times

             “RH is continually exploring new ways to contribute to the well-being of the church and its mission. Prayer is a very natural part of the life of the community as is looking out for others and seeking to meet their needs”

Viz CofE Commission; To study 4000 growing places of worship to examine growth, especially in cathedrals, and among “fresh expressions” and church planting. 

      c.f. Disciples       - communicate at all costs                    

St. Stephen’s is a traditionalists’ church: we may judge new attempts as gimmicks. (Jews may have accused first disciples of gimmicks -  but would we have a church otherwise!)

 “In the unlikely event of a fire..”

      St Stephens service book – logo looks as tho’ church is on fire (See back cover of service book)

 Are we on fire during a service?

    - musicians, singers, readers, servers, preachers, worshippers; what a thought!

Children’s Bible used at one of the schools when I was a teacher – picture for Pentecost showed disciples looking like human candles! Ridiculous maybe, but there’s a lesson there.

     Are we on fire beyond the walls of our church? 

Russian Orthodox quote (1991 Vladimir Lossky: The Mystical Theology of the Eastern Church”

“The Fire of Grace, kindled in the hearts of Christians by the Holy Spirit makes them shine like tapers before the Son of God”

So, I offer you a new slogan for our church - “Come to St. Stephen’s to get lit up”

Please stand for prayer:

Jesus, confirm my heart’s desire

To work and speak and think for Thee

Still let me guard the holy fire

And still stir up the gift in me. Amen

