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Editorial...
Just a short editorial this time because I would 
commend to you the article by Janet Knowles 
(below).  The magazine is still in its early stages 
of development and we are seeking to address 
constructive criticisms that come our way as well 
as trying to keep the production costs viable. 
Please read Janet’s article and consider how 
you might be able to help. 

Tony Clarke
Copy for the next magazine is needed by Sunday November 18th.

BOURNEMOUTH TOWN CENTRE PARISH
St Peter’s - St Stephen’s - St Augustin’s

The Rector: Revd Dr Ian Terry 01202 554058 ianterry@live.co.uk
Reader: Mr Roger Marley 01202 535383

PA & BTCP Administrator: Michael Andrews 01202 290986 
stpadmin@gotadsl.co.uk

Parish Office, St Peter’s Church, Hinton Road, BOURNEMOUTH, BH1 2EE

MAGAZINE TEAM
Tony Clarke – Editor and St Stephen’s representative
life@asclarke.co.uk   01425 476484 / 07436 005041
5 The Mount RINGWOOD BH24 1XX

Cilla Moore – St Augustin’s representative
Kate Pinnock – St Peter’s representative

Clive and Janet Knowles – Commercial Operations.
clive@qualis.co.uk   01202 752903 / 07860 448169

Michael Andrews – typesetting, design & printing



4

Life so far ...

This  is the third issue of our Town Centre Parish magazine Life and we 
are coming to terms with the problems of maintaining the high quality 
whilst still making it financially viable.

The aim is  still to provide a communication conduit for the whole parish 
and with this in mind the magazines are distributed to many hotels and 
businesses in the parish.

It has  however proved to be impossible to support the printing expenses 
by advertising alone, as it was decided that we did not really want a 
magazine that was principally commercial adverts. On the whole 
parishioners have informed us that they did not wish to pay £2 for the 
quarterly magazine and this left us with a problem.

Happily Michael has come to our rescue by offering to oversee the 
formatting and printing internally using the new laser printer in the parish 
office. This  has dramatically cut our costs and we now consider that with 
some advertising revenue and voluntary contributions of about £1 the 
magazine is now on a firmer basis.

We now need to own this venture and make it our own contribution to 
Bournemouth Town Centre. We really need to know what you think and 
what experiences you would like to share by writing short articles of all 
kinds including visits, recipes, amusing comments etc. Contributions from 
all three churches are vital to this project. Let’s all pull together.

In addition to this we would welcome anyone interested in joining our very 
small team as we need help in planning the process and some help in 
delivering magazines around Bournemouth. Please contact me on 
07855304851 or email janet @ qualis.co.uk and talk it through.

Janet Knowles
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Fun without tears
A very positive consensus emerged quickly from a meeting on Monday, 
23rd July, hosted by St Peter’s Church. A wide range of stakeholders 
concerned with the well-being of Bournemouth town centre met to brief the 
new Bishop of Winchester, The Rt Revd Tim Dakin on his first visit to St 
Peter’s.

The Bishop had been visiting and affirming the good work of the Salvation 
Army, which, for twenty years, has provided a soup kitchen for the needy 
in St Peter’s  Churchyard. He was welcomed formally by the Mayor of 
Bournemouth, Cllr Phil Stanley-Watts, and engaged in animated 
discussion with thirty people, representing Jewish as well as Christian faith 
leaders (Anglican, Roman Catholic and URC), Nightclub Chaplaincy, Town 
Centre Management Board, and others representing schools and the 
prison service. Two former High Sheriffs of Dorset also contributed their 
views.  The Borough Council was well represented with elected members, 
led by the Leader of Council, the Chief Executive and the Town Centre 
Manager.  The Police Service was represented by the Bournemouth 
Section Commander.  All want good fun in Bournemouth town centre. 
None of us  wants a culture of fear, nor do we want the promotion of a self-
destructive lifestyle of excessive consumption of alcohol. There was a 
sense that the people who live and work and invest in the town centre 
must choose the purpose and the future that we want our town centre to 
serve, and we must use our combined influence to make it a reality.

The Team Rector of Bournemouth Town Centre, The Revd Dr Ian Terry, 
convened the meeting that achieved that consensus. His  view of the 
discussion was that: “Bournemouth epitomises good fun and liveliness, 
and that’s best without the regrets of an unpleasant aftertaste.  We must 
keep the good fun in the clubs and on the beaches, but we don’t want the 
tears that follow wild excess.”  He reflected on the future, saying: “Fear of 
violence, brought on by all the excess, could deter families and a wider 
audience from fully enjoying Bournemouth. It appears that there is  wild 
freedom, unharnessed by purpose, other than achieving short-term 
oblivion.  This is  no future for our town.  Those who care must unite in 
forming a ‘family-friendly’ future. It won’t just happen.  It needs many 
people to take a conscious decision to promote a ‘family-friendly’ ethos.”

Ian Terry
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A Tribute to Fr Robin Harger

Fr Robin has contributed so much to S. Stephen’s and to the Town Centre 
in general.  He showed me the best of the wonderful hidden work of a true 
Parish Priest.  His visible achievements were creating harmony within St. 
Stephen’s and building up, wherever possible, the prayerful atmosphere of 
the daily attendances at Mass.  Of the mid-week celebrations, the 10AM 
Mass on Wednesdays has always been the best attended and from a base 
of around five now regularly achieves some 15 to 20 Communicants.

Fr Robin had a real vision of the healing ministry of the Church and started 
a much valued ‘Healing Mass’ on one Tuesday a month.  His  hidden work 
with caring for all in need in any way is only known in full to God. He truly 
valued each individual and this can be easily demonstrated by some 53 
home Communions in the month of July alone, some in the context of 
special services, and by all the help he gave to those in hospital or 
sickness.  Fr Robin always had time to listen to anyone who approached 
him or needed to confide in him.

Whilst he would not appear to ‘set the world on fire’, he fully supported the 
initiatives of all who showed ways to develop the plant and work of the 
Church. For example toilets were built in the Church Tower, as  well as  a 
sink and hot water facilities.

I have two main reasons to blame him, viz:-

1. When it was announced that the Society of Mary Ward had 
closed owing to a fall in numbers to four or below, Fr Robin said 
just four words to me: “You must do it”.  I really didn’t want to 
undertake it, but with help of Fr Robin in encouraging our work 
with some quite eminent visiting preachers, including two 
Bishops, the ward total now stands at some 45-members.  Fr 
Robin would not consider being a member of The Society as its 
principles are aligned with those of ‘Forward in Faith’, but 
always welcomed both Priests  and Laity of that persuasion or of 
totally different views; and
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2. On one Friday evening in November 1998 when I arrived for 
the 6PM Mass he simply handed to me a set of Church Keys 
and told me to get on with being Sacristan. The reason for that 
sudden order was my predecessor could no longer carry on 
with the position; and in Fr Robin’s own and confidential way, 
he would not discuss  the matter.  I had no knowledge at all of 
the Sacristan’s duties  so have simply done my best and only 
referred any matter of guidance I might need to him, as he had 
far more important Pastoral matters to do.

In common with so many in the Parish, both those who regularly attend 
Church and those who attend no formal worship, Fr Robin - I know you will 
be missed and so I give thanks for you and will continue to remember you 
in my prayers. 

Henry Frier, Sacristan St. Stephen’s

CONFINED or CONFIRMED?

The lady standing in front of the Bishop 
was in her Eighties – a sound and solid 
Yorkshire woman of unusual height.  The 
Bishop, of small structure but great 
learning, looked even smaller as he 
strained up to place his  hands on her 
head and say,’ Confirm, O Lord, this thy 
servant Ada, with thy Holy Spirit.’

After the service Ada glowed with pride 
as she told us: ‘I’ve been confined many 
times – but now I’ve been confirmed.’

Bringing up thirteen children, feeding and clothing them all, as well as 
going out to work had been more than a full-time job.  Now, widowed and 
a great-grandmother, she had time for herself, and time to fulfil her 
ambition to be confirmed and to receive Holy Communion.  In the Church 
she found her place in an even larger family and was content.



8

Social circumstances have changed: families tend to be smaller, many 
more people live on their own, but we all have a deep-seated need to find 
our identity.  Who am I? Where am I going?  What is the meaning of my 
life? There are no easy answers to these questions, but there is a well-
trodden path taken by those who have been prepared to take it a step at a 
time. For many, the first step was taken even before we could walk – at 
our Baptism or Christening.  God held us up to the world and declared: 
‘This is my beloved child in whom I am well pleased.’

Those words, first pronounced by the voice from Heaven at the Baptism of 
Jesus, are exactly what God wants each one of us to know, deep down, 
about ourselves.

It is sometimes said: ‘Everyone knows who their mother is, but it is a lucky 
person who can be absolutely sure who fathered them!’ At our Baptism, 
we, our families and the world are left in no doubt; God acknowledges us 
as His beloved child.  Baptism does not make us  the children of God; we 
are the children of God, made in His Image and our Baptism publicly 
declares it.  He has given us legitimacy and at the same time He, like a 
wise parent, has given us ‘the glorious liberty of the children of God’.

In the process of growing up, most people rebel, leave home, make 
mistakes, hurt themselves and others – all in the process of finding 
themselves.

The story of the Prodigal Son illustrates  this so well and we should look to 
the response of the father when the prodigal returns.  He forgives all and 
takes the child back into the bosom of his family.

At Confirmation God is  publicly confirming the 
declaration he made at our Baptism and the 
candidate is publicly confirming his or her 
acceptance of their legitimate place in God’s family 
and in his Church.

When the Bishop lays his hands upon your head he 
is  using the same outward and visible sign as he 
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uses when ordaining a priest.  At Confirmation, you are admitted to the 
priesthood of all believers  and commissioned to go and live as Christ’s 
presence in the world.

If you have never been baptised or confirmed and would like to consider 
taking that important
step forward, please contact the Rector, Fr Ian Terry (01202 554058) or 
one of the Churchwardens or an assistant priest.  A course of preparation 
will be starting in September.

Fr Peter Huxham

Affairs of One’s Heart

We may all define love in so many different ways, but the love we have for 
each other must always come first.  To enjoy the companionship of a great 
marriage is a form of Utopia, but you have to work at it.  Really that is not 
too difficult; it is a pleasure to care for someone, tend their needs and in 
response you feel a nice sensation of appreciation.

You can of course just love someone without much response - a strange 
feeling that brings  both pleasure and sorrow.  It happens to us all but we 
survive and become wiser after the experience, but it may never go away 
completely.

We love our Churches, Bournemouth Town Centre Parish has so much to 
offer us all, may it prevail.  The satisfaction gained from being a member 
of this special group is second to none.  More money is always  required 
but if we had unlimited reserves would our love be enhanced? There is 
always a particular good feeling in holding functions to raise funds.

It brings us together in a special way.  Music, ceremony and prayer are a 
delight to us all and give us  a unique feeling towards love.  The love of all 
good things makes our lives worthwhile.

So Be It.
Anon
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CONTACT:  SIMON HEAD DIP FD MBIFD - CATHERINE HEAD

24 HOUR SERVICE - TEL: 01202 551190
1A OXFORD ROAD LANSDOWNE BOURNEMOUTH BH8 8EY FAX: 01202 317456

www.headandwheble.co.uk  e-mail: info@headandwheble.co.uk

FOR A PROFESSIONAL & 
COMPASSIONATE SERVICE BY A LONG

ESTABLISHED FAMILY BUSINESS 

HW F P A
F U N E R A L
PLANNING
AUTHORITY
REGISTERED

N.A.P.F.P
National Association

For Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

• Religious & Non Religious • Green & DIY Funerals • Private Chapels of Rest 
• Funerals arranged locally and in all areas of the UK • Flowers & Catering arranged

• Low cost Pre-payment Funeral Plans • Mercedes fleet • Disabled access, free parking 
• The nearest Funeral Directors to the Bournemouth Registrar  • Free quotations

&
Pre-Payment
Funeral Plans

Help the Aged

HEAD & WHEBLE
FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MONUMENTAL MASONS

H&W St. Peters church A5 ad  6/3/12  9:24 am  Page 1
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A new venture
Prompted by an increasing number of requests from musicians and choirs 
at home and abroad, at the suggestion of the Rector and the Wardens a 
committee has been formed to respond to enquiries  and be the first line of 
welcome. Events already booked are an organ recital by the Rev. Donald 
Reeves on Saturday October 20th and a concert by a choir from Australia 
– Australian Voices – on Friday November 23rd.

The acoustics  of St.Peter's make it an eminently suitable venue and we 
hope to attract support from some of those who presently attend the 
excellent Wednesday lunchtime concerts  as well as reaching a new 
audience through the magazine and the website. Potential bookings reach 
into 2014 so this  is an exciting opportunity to extend the fellowship of our 
community to a wider audience. More details can be seen on the Website 
www.btcp.org.uk 

Food
.... is proud to serve

gorgeous menus using the 
best
Local

Organic
Animal friendly

Fairtrade 
.............ingredients

Any event catered for
contact me for more details

adamandevesfood@gmail.com
07948494024

Is proud to serve gorgeous menus using the best..

Local
Organic

Animal friendly &
Fairtrade ingredients

Any event catered for & always reasonably priced

W: www.adamandevesfood.webs.com  E: adamandevesfood@gmail.com
T: 07948494024
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Offering advice on…
• Protection
• Pensions
• Savings
• Investments
• Tax Planning
• Inheritance Tax Mitigation

Tel: 01202 889950
Mob: 07515 147313
www.lydiaoliver.co.uk

LYDIA OLIVER-BELL
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Book review ‘Darwin’s Angel’ by John Cornwell
P. Profile Books.   An Angelic Riposte to ‘The God Delusion’.
Most Christians today would not hesitate to say that their faith 
is  quite compatible with belief in Evolution; however, few of us 
could answer the questions Richard Dawkins and his fellow 
atheists might wish to argue and debate with us.
In our increasingly secular society, it is surely important for us 
to be able to explain our conviction that God is not an illusion, 

that He did create our universe and that Darwin’s ‘The Origin of Species’ 
actually reinforces our delight in all the wonder of creation.

Dawkin’s book is  weighty (and too philosophical for most of us?) but John 
Cornwell (in small chapters which make for easy reading) can help us to 
see how narrow the atheist’s view is.

Basically we reject the certainty of the atheist – and accept, with thankful 
praise, the mystery and beauty of all that God gives us.

Jane Huxham

Volunteering with 

I have been a volunteer with the National 
Trust on Brownsea Island for over 21 years 
and thoroughly enjoy my one day a week 
on the island while it is  open from mid—
March to the end of October.

It all began in 1989 when a Bournemouth 
headmaster (retired) was  given the task of 
starting an educational service on each of 
the three properties  in this  area, viz 

Kingston Lacy, Corfe Castle and Brownsea Island. Staff rooms in local 
schools  received information to this effect and interested teachers about to 
retire were invited to attend a meeting at Kingston Lacy.

At this meeting each property manager gave a presentation to the 
assembled group and we were asked to choose which of the three 
locations we would prefer. As I did not want to be confined to being 
indoors, I chose Brownsea Island.
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When I started on the island I was directed to what was called the Study 
Centre (now the Visitors’ Centre) where I met up with a group of people 
interested in pursuing this  exciting new enterprise. I found myself paired 
up with an ex-nurse to work on a certain day each week. We bonded 
immediately and have remained great friends ever since.

The Study Centre was a disused farm building which had been emptied 
except for one or two ancient carts which proved useful for draping the wet 
anoraks of the school children to whom it was our brief to talk about the 
island, its  history and its  flora and fauna. At that time there was only a dirt 
floor, so we were supplied with a pile of carpet tiles to put down for them to 
sit on. As time went on and money started to be donated (initially by the 
Portman Building Society) conditions improved. The carts were removed, 
displays erected and we even had some heating in the barn! (How we 
shivered in the early days!)

After about 14 years, same routine, same day, June and I decided we 
would like a change of occupation. June went on to do guiding on the 
tractor trailer for less mobile visitors  and I became a pier warden greeting 
people off the boats (in all weathers!) Later I changed to taking walks from 
the pier to the Visitors’ Centre.

The island has some paid staff, but most people working there are 
volunteers. Most do one day a week; others  do more. The jobs are varied 
— shop, cafe, pier, reception, electric buggy, archives, walks, Visitors’ 
Centre. We wear a uniform, which has  recently been changed. The people 
are a friendly bunch, and there are social activities so that we can 
intermingle with those on other days than our own.

I park at Sandbanks (sometimes  a problem in August) and catch the staff 
boat over to the island (a five minute trip). Some people come from Poole.

I enjoy my involvement. It is  a beautiful island and I have met some very 
nice people over the years. Brownsea will be celebrating 50 years of 
opening next year and a varied programme of events is being organised. 
So come along and see for yourselves.

Diana Shiner
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Bournemouth Town Centre Parish Service Times
St Peter’s
SUNDAY (except First):
 8.00 AM Holy Communion Prayer Book (said) 
 10.00 AM Sung Eucharist 
 4.00 PM Choral Evensong  (Evening prayer during holidays)
FIRST SUNDAY IN MONTH:
 8.00 AM Holy Communion Prayer Book (said) 
 9.30 AM Family Service  
 10.30 AM Sung Eucharist 
 4:00 PM Choral Evensong (Evening prayer during holidays)
MONDAY:
 12.15 PM Holy Communion
THURSDAY:
 12.15 PM Holy Communion
St Peter’s is a large, beautiful building. It acts as the civic church for 
Bournemouth. It runs a visitors’ centre which is popular with the town community. 
Services are varied in style and soundly based in tradition.  Visitors are 
welcomed.

Philharmonic at St Augustin’s ...
I would like to thank everyone who supported the Bournemouth 
Philharmonic Orchestra's concert in July. We had a church full of people 
who enjoyed the concert immensely. The music was so moving that it 
brought tears  to some in the audience. Wonderful refreshments were laid 
on with suitable liquid refreshments for a summer’s evening. My thanks go 
to Barbara Sparling for her introduction and vote of thanks. Owing to the 
concert’s popularity, another concert has been arranged.

Jackie Uren (organist St Augustin’s)

ST AUGUSTIN'S CHURCH

GALA CHRISTMAS CONCERT
BOURNEMOUTH PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA 

SATURDAY DECEMBER 15TH AT 7.30PM
EXCITING PROGRAMME INCLUDES AUDIENCE SINGING CHRISTMAS FAVOURITES.

Keep this date free and tell your friends ...  “yule be welcome”!
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St Augustin’s

SUNDAY (except Third):
 10:00 AM Holy Communion

THIRD SUNDAY:
 10.00 AM Matins 

FIRST THURSDAY:
 10.00 AM Coffee 
 11.00 AM Holy Communion

SECOND THURSDAY:
 10.30 AM St Augustin’s fellowship

St Augustin’s is a beautiful and intimate church with a loyal congregation.  Its 
churchmanship is straight-forward Church of England with few  frills.  Visitors are 
welcome.  Matins, which many people enjoy, is offered here.

St Stephen’s

SUNDAY:
 8.00 AM Low Mass
 10.45 AM High Mass (Sung)
 8.00 PM ‘Evening Reflections’ - FIRST SUNDAY of month only

WEDNESDAY:
 10.00 AM Low Mass and morning coffee

SATURDAY:
 10.00 AM Low Mass

MONDAY & THURSDAY:
 5.15 PM Evening prayer (said)

St Stephen’s is steeped in the Anglican tradition, which some would call ‘High 
Church’.  It has beautiful architecture and a tradition of  high quality music and 
worship.  Visitors are welcomed.
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Music at St Stephen’s ...

Festivals
In the last edition of Life, I gave a full review of the three glorious days of 
the 2012 May Festival. Within the next few weeks the final touches will be 
made for the programme of the 2013 Festival, our 18th! The programme 
and booking form will be available by the end of the year. Needless to say, 
our “headline” events will feature a host of well-known guests  from the 
world of church music. As 2013 marks  the centenary of the birth of Britten, 
the choral concert on Sunday will feature the church cantata, St Nicolas, 
as the main work.

Choir
The choir continues to develop and on Friday evenings  at our rehearsal 
several children join us. The long term aim is for them to become part of 
our regular choir. In June this  year we had a Sunday evening concert of 
choral and instrumental music with our regular choir and our juniors which 
was well received by an enthusiastic audience. There will be further 
occasions when our junior members will be given a prominent role.

Members of the congregation will have noticed other new faces in the 
choir over the past twelve months, and they are most welcome additions 
to our ranks. However, these days not everyone can commit to a 
rehearsal and a service every week, and many of our newer members are 
with us when they are able.  For example one of our new tenors is a 
doctor and is  now on a tour of duty with the TA for three months in 
Afghanistan, (our prayers go with him).

When all the choir are able to perform 
together, the total is probably more than 
double the number that the congregation 
see week by week. However they are all 
committed members of our choir and are 
part of the church family of St Stephen’s.
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Organ Recitals
We have had two (post festival) organ recitals  so far this year. The first 
was given at the end of June by Dr Gordon Stewart which was  an evening 
of brilliantly played music with his customary entertaining spoken 
introduction to each half. We had an enthusiastic audience who thoroughly 
enjoyed this master of organ playing. It was disappointing that there were 
not a few more there which would have made this evening a more 
profitable event.

The second recital was given by our own Ian Harrison who played a 
popular programme which included the Toccata and Fugue in D minor. 
This  evening was  well attended and featured our new screen which 
enables the audience to watch the organist playing. This will be used for 
all future recitals.

Our aim is  to make organ recitals accessible to all with just an hour of 
music, with an interval for refreshments. Please support the last of this 
year’s recitals which is being given by Andrew Millington (organist of 
Exeter Cathedral) on 29th September at 7.00 p.m.

If you have never been to an organ recital before, please come and 
support this one. You are able to hear one of the finest organists  playing 
on our instrument which is now considered to be one of the the finest of its 
period in the UK.

RIP Carlo Curly
It is  with great sadness that we heard of the death in early August of this 
year of Carlo Curly. He gave two memorable recitals here some ten years 
ago when he entered his electronic touring organ in a “Battle of the 
Organs” with our own Hill organ (played by Ian Harrison). In the Widor 
Toccata St Stephen’s organ won!!!

He always promised to return when our organ was rebuilt; sadly this was 
not to be.  No one person did as much to make organ music popular with 
the general public than Carlo. He was a friend of St Stephen’s organ and 
will be much missed.

Ian Harrison and Lawrence Spicer
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01202 525 998 01202 525 998 

spotlightelectrical@live.co.uk 
 

Making Your Electricity, Safe… 

New build electrical installation 
Fuse board changes 

Extra power points 
Data cabling 

Re-wires 
Lighting 

 

TV Arial, cable & booster installation 
PAT (portable appliance testing) 
Periodic test and inspection 
Garden power & lighting 
Security lighting 
Repairs 
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THE STRUCTURE OF   - Part 2

The Diocese

Diocesan Synod
The statutory governing body of the diocese is the diocesan synod which 
is  elected with representation from across the diocese. The Synod has 
broadly equal numbers of clergy and lay people meeting together in 
Diocesan Synod with the diocesan bishops and archdeacons.
Its role is to:

• consider matters affecting the Church of England in the diocese;
• act as a forum for debate of Christian opinion on matters  of religious or 

public interest;
• advise the Bishop where requested;
• deal with matters referred by General Synod;
• provide for the financing of the diocese.

Deanery Synod
The Deanery Synod has two houses, laity and clergy, and its role is to:

• respond to requests from General Synod;
• where appropriate, give effect to the decisions made by the Diocesan 

Synod
• consider matters affecting the Church of England by drawing together 

the views of the parishes within the Deanery
• act as channel of communication to express  the views of parishes to 

Diocesan Synod and thence to General Synod
• raise with Diocesan Synod such matters as it considers appropriate, and
• elect members of the deanery to the Diocesan Synod and of the diocese 

to General Synod.

The Bishop's Council
Under the constitution of the Diocesan Synod, the Bishop's Council has 
the following functions:
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• to plan the business of the Synod
• to prepare the agenda for its sessions
• to circulate to members information about matters for discussion
• to initiate proposals  for action by the Synod and to advise it on matters  of 

policy
• to advise the President on any matter
• Subject to the direction of the Synod, to transact the business of the 

Synod when the Synod is not in session
• Subject to the directions of the Synod, to appoint members of the 

committees or nominate individuals for election to committees
• To carry out such functions as the Synod may delegate to it.

Parochial Church Council (PCC)
The PCC is the elected governing body of an individual parish which - 
broadly - is the smallest pastoral area in the Church of England. Typically 
each parish has one parish church. The PCC is  made up of the incumbent 
as chair, the Church wardens and a number of elected and ex officio 
members. Each PCC is a corporate charity and all of those not exceeding 
£100,000.00 annual gross income are currently exempt from registration 
with the Charity Commission. Financial statements of an individual PCC 
can be obtained from the relevant PCC treasurer.

Parishes
A benefice is  a parish or group of parishes served by an incumbent in holy 
orders who as such is  a Church beneficiary and typically receives a 
stipend and the benefit of free occupation and use of a parsonage house 
at the behest of the Bishop for the purpose of carrying out specified 
spiritual duties.

A deanery is a parish or group of parishes over which a rural dean has 
oversight and an archdeaconry is a group of deaneries for which an 
archdeacon is responsible.

The diocese is then the principal pastoral and, by means of its Board of 
Finance, financial and administrative resource of the Church of England, 
encompassing the various archdeaconries under the spiritual leadership of 
the Diocesan Bishop.

Brenda Knott
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WORSHIP FOR ALL - Part2

Preaching
• Is the pulpit or speaking platform fully accessible for speakers with 

mobility difficulties or wheelchair users? If not it is  important to 
have in mind an alternative location?

• Do hard of hearing worshippers know that there is an induction-
loop system for hearing-aid users? Are informative notices clear to 
see?

• If using any visual aids in worship it is  important to ensure people 
can see what is being shown.

• Any handouts of notices / news sheets should be available in 
Large Print for the visually impaired

• People who are hard of hearing should be encouraged to sit at the 
front so that lip reading is possible. .

• Background noise or music makes it difficult for hard of hearing 
people to hear the speaker.

• Providing print transcripts  or notes of sermons in a suitable font 
for people who are hard of hearing?

• Praying
• Sometimes prayers  available in print can be helpful for the hard of 

hearing?
• Can alternative arrangements be made if there are any physical 

features that may hinder someone with mobility impairments from 
praying e.g. not having to kneel in the pew, radio microphones 
that can be taken to a person rather than the person accessing 
the microphones?

• Thought needs to be given for people with disabilities how to 
access groups, especially if they don't see well. Will people know 
when to pray if they can't see or hear what is going on?

• Communion
• Does everyone understand what Communion means?
• Is somebody available to help explain the process and the 

language, if needed? Be aware of language, i.e. the Body & Blood 
– it cannot be changed, but can be explained.

• Is everybody able to come and receive together with the rest of 
the congregation? In all three churches of the Town Centre Parish 
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accessibility to communion is  excellent as is also the assisting of 
people down steps before and after communion.

• Can gluten-free wafers be available for those with celiac 
condition?

• How do people who can't see what is happening know what to 
do?

• Some blind people would prefer to stay in their seats  and have 
communion brought to them, others would prefer to go to the front 
with everyone else - are there people who could guide a blind 
person to the rail?

A Church that fails  to include disabled people is itself disabled. The Parish 
Mission Statement encourages everyone to respond to God’s love by our 
God-given talents, to grow stronger as Christians and encourage one 
another to grow in the love of God. Let us respond to this by enabling 
people with disabilities to be made to feel more welcome, wanted and part 
of our Lord’s family here in Bournemouth.

Father Christopher Colledge

TALES FROM WINCHESTER 
CATHEDRAL

Bournemouth Town Centre 
Parish is in the diocese of 
Winchester, a cathedral of 
ancient origins. In the 7th 
century Cenwalh built the 
church (which came to be 
known as  Old Minster) when 
he decided to move the centre 
of his Anglo-Saxon kingdom 
from Dorchester-upon-Thames to Winchester. In 670 Bishop Haedd 
transferred his throne (cathedra) to the Minster, thus effectively bestowing 
cathedral status.

In the 9th century St. Swithun was Bishop. He was a modest man who 
ordered that he be buried in a plain tomb outside the Minster when he 
died, which was in 862. In 971 his remains were moved into the church. 
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The ceremony was disturbed when a huge thunderstorm occurred 
followed by forty days of rain, which was  taken to be a sign of his 
displeasure! In the 11th century his bones were moved again and placed 
in the new Norman cathedral – this time without comment from above. 
There they remained until 1538, when during the Reformation Henry VIII's 
men destroyed the shrine and his bones disappeared.

Winchester became the greatest ecclesiastical site north of the Alps when 
King Edward the Elder, son of Alfred the Great, founded New Minster in 
903 to honour his father, and Queen Ealhswith, Alfred's  widow, founded a 
large convent known in Anglo-Saxon times as Nunnaminster. Together 
with the Bishop’s palace and the royal palace these foundations occupied 
one quarter of the walled city of Winchester.

The Norman cathedral we see today was begun by Bishop Walkelin in 
1079. The ground was marshy and so beech logs were used to bolster the 
foundations. In 1107 the tower collapsed. The monks who recorded the 
disaster blamed “wicked” King Henry II, William Rufus, whose tomb lay at 
the tower's base, but less  biased accounts quote poor workmanship and 
the marshy ground.

Over the centuries much was altered but by the early 20th century the logs 
had deteriorated and the building was sinking. Work was begun to shore it 
up, but as  Francis Fox the engineer ordered his men to dig deeper the 
water table rose and it was no longer possible for them to work safely.

Enter William Walker, a deep-sea driver who 
strove tirelessly in the dark water beneath the 
cathedral for five years until 1911 to replace the 
rotting logs with bags of cement. Such was the 
grat i tude of Dean and Chapter that a 
commemorative statuette was created to honour 

him. It showed him standing in his diving suit, but if you looked closely, 
owing to a misunderstanding, the features were those of Francis  Fox, the 
engineer!

Today the crypt is  still prone to flooding but now contains a genuine bust of 
William Walker and a modern shrine to St. Swithun.
 Joan Kyle
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URGENT PRAYER SAVES LIFE – Part 1

“And as soon as you hear that 
sound, run straight into the 
switch-board room and shout 
‘Hello!’ When the operator 
gives you the number of the 
ward, grab the nearest cardiac 
arrest trolley and rush it to that 
ward.”

These were the instructions 
given by the head porter as he 
had the cardiac arrest alarm sounded for us. It was a deep throated 
buzzing sound and quite a forbidding one at that. It was certainly enough 
to send shivers  up my spine.  I was one of four successful applicants who 
had just been taken on as hospital porters at the Edinburgh Royal 
Infirmary. We had just been issued with our dark gray overalls  and were 
being shown round the various departments in the hospital.  We had now 
arrived at the Casualty Department. This was officially known as  Accident 
and Emergency; or ‘A and E’ for short. This was where most of us  were to 
spend most of our time. It was  also to be my favourite department in the 
hospital.

One can imagine how pleased I was when after our basic training was 
complete, the Sergeant Porter came up to me and said that my first duty 
was to be on the night shift in Accident and Emergency. I can still 
remember my enthusiasm as I put on my new gray overalls  and joined the 
other two porters for the night shift.  This  was certainly the place to see life 
in the raw.  Throughout the night ambulances were stopping outside the 
entrance.  As  patients were lifted out on stretchers we had to put them on 
to trolleys and transport them into the treatment room or take them straight 
up to the appropriate wards.
Throughout the night either the sister in charge of the department or any 
of the other nurses on duty would write up instructions on a notice board 
for patients to be transferred from the treatment room to various  wards. 
On two of these occasions instructions  were written up for a ‘card’ to be 
dealt with from certain wards.

Ward 9, Edinburgh Royal Infirmary, 1943
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On one of these occasions one of the night porters, a small white haired 
man called Joe Reid, asked me to accompany him since this was a two 
man job.

On the way there I casually asked where we would collect the card. “What 
do you mean?” Joe asked bluntly.  “Well, we are going to collect a card,” I 
replied. “What’s it for?”

I nearly died when he told me we were going to collect a dead body. In fact 
we needed to collect it from one of the operating theatres.  It was the body 
of an old woman and it was already outside the theatre wrapped up in a 
white shroud and lying on a trolley. All we had to do was to lift it up and 
place it on to the mortuary trolley.  It was like lifting up a heavy lump of 
jelly.  In fact that was how I felt when Joe and I went down to the mortuary 
to collect the trolley and bring it up to the theatre door. I had just been 
given my first baptism of fire in hospital life.

I very quickly settled down in A and E. There was plenty of variety there. In 
fact I felt that I had finally found my niche in life. I always felt that 
everything would be fine so long as that cardiac arrest alarm did not go off 
when I was on my own in the porter’s pool.

During my spell in that department I often found myself eyeing up the 
nurses and some of them were rather nice.  There was one on whom I 
was particularly keen. She was medium built with fair curly hair.  Her 
official title was Nurse Connel but everybody called her Flora.  She was a 
typical homely Scots girl in her early thirties, and she would have made a 
perfect wife for somebody.  Egged on by some of my fellow porters I sent 
her a note asking her to come out with me some night; and oh dear! I shall 
never forget the black look she gave me when she came on duty again on 
our shift. I had learned the hard way that it was frowned upon for hospital 
porters to socialise with nursing staff Needless to say I never asked her 
out again but we did remain good friends.

Malcolm Dunbar

(Part 2 of Malcolm’s article will appear in the next edition of ‘Life’.)
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ORTHODOX EXPERIENCE
You may have read in the local paper that the 
Orthodox congregation, formerly part of  the Celtic 
Orthodox Church worshipping in the Resurrection 
Chapel in St Peters churchyard, have now  been 
received into the Patriarchate of Constantinople 
(Istanbul) under the Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew  and are now  therefore part of 
mainstream worldwide Orthodoxy. The Orthodox 
Church is the second largest church in the world and 
even in the British Isles we are either the fourth or 
fifth largest denomination in the U.K. (There are 
more Orthodox Christians here - many like myself 
converts to Orthodoxy- than there are Baptists or 
Methodists.)
We are, however, Britain’s best kept Christian secret, 

mainly because building wise we are not greatly visible because we rely on 
using other denominations’ buildings for worship. We are extremely grateful to 
St Peters for allowing us to set up the Resurrection Chapel like a traditional 
Orthodox church with icons etc.
Perhaps you know  nothing or very little about the Orthodox Church and its 
worship so we would like to issue a general invitation to come and join us on a 
Sunday morning. Our services are all in English (apart from the odd Greek 
word) and we pay special attention to our British Orthodox tradition - for the 
church in this land until 1054 we consider fully Orthodox and we therefore 
honour all the British saints prior to that date, when sadly the Western and 
Eastern churches split.
Our services may seem long but we are used to people coming and going 
throughout them, and when the weather permits we like to keep the door of the 
chapel open to invite people in.
So why not come and experience Orthodox worship for yourself? We start with 
Matins at about 9.30 followed by the Proskomede (Prothesis) - the preparation 
of the bread and wine - and then the Liturgy (the Eucharist) at about 11 a.m. We 
would be happy to welcome you and answer any questions or enquiries you 
may have about Orthodoxy which we would say has continued without a break 
from the days of the Apostles.
Our patron saint is St Aristobolos who, according to tradition was first missionary 
Bishop to the Britons in the first century sent by St Paul and the brother of St 
Barnabas. Ours is an ancient faith but as relevant today for it is the timeless 
worship of Heaven into which we enter Sunday by Sunday - come and 
experience it for yourself.

Father John Eves Orthodox Priest
The Community of St Aristobolos (Bournemouth)
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ST. STEPHEN’S CHURCH HALL

Thank you so much to everyone who gave a donation to help with the Hall 
funds. It is much appreciated.

We now have a new kitchen which is a great improvement on the previous 
one.  The old kitchen was unlikely to meet the stringent ‘Health and 
Safety’ standards now required.  The kitchen unit ‘carcasses’ and double 
sink unit were very kindly given to us by Hale and Murray who are Kitchen 
fitters on the Nuffield Estate in Poole (www.haleandmurray.net).  They are 
about 5 years old and were removed from a previous kitchen.  Hale and 
Murray were able to remove our old units and fit the new ones into our 
existing space.  We have added new worktops, tiles, a hand-wash sink 
and tap, and water-heating unit which lives  under the sink and supplies all 
our kitchen hot water. Tony Walmesley very kindly donated an extractor 
fan, which has been fitted into the wall.  We are now busy equipping the 
kitchen properly to attract more people to hire the halls for functions, etc.

Fr. Robin very kindly blessed and dedicated 
the kitchen as a last and pleasant duty 
before his retirement.

There is still much to do to the halls. We 
have cleared out lots  of things from the back 
stage area and under the stage, as these 
were all considered a ‘fire hazard’ by the 
Fire Officer who inspected the halls. We 

found equipment and props stored and unused for many years. The Fire 
exit at the side of the hall needs to be cleared, along with the overgrown 
area at the side of the hall (all part of the Fire exit).

The ugly (and condemned) heater in the fireplace of the small hall has 
been removed, and we find we now have a very attractive hearth area.
The back of the halls outside is full of plant debris  and rubbish and all this 
has to be removed prior to repainting the back area and doing more 
repairs.

The bushes at the front of the grass  area have been pruned so it is  easier 
to see the halls and this hopefully helps with security.  
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So thank you all for the donations which are helping our improvements. 
We do as  much as we can ourselves – thanks to our small and willing 
group of helpers.  If anyone can help with a little painting and decorating, 
or clearing the debris at the back before we get another skip to remove the 
rest of the rubbish – all help will be gratefully accepted.

St. Stephen’s Hall will now, hopefully, be a valuable facility for the use of 
the church and also a source of income which will make funding for itself 
and become a net contributor to the church as a whole.

Elaine Frew

St. Stephens Hall bookings and queries:
Tel: 01202 693480

email bobelainefrew@talktalk.net

mailto:bobelainefrew@talktalk.net
mailto:bobelainefrew@talktalk.net
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Carousel

Bungee 
Trampolines recession buster

passport
Kiosks

Wave Swinger

Buy an S&D Passport for only £9.99 and 

save almost 25%* on Carousel, Bungee 

Trampoline and Wave Swinger tickets 

plus a bottled drink and an ice cream.

Plus, use your wristband to get a further 

10% off a balloon ride ticket, another 

saving  of up to £3.50*.

If the balloon isn’t flying, you can buy a ticket 

and come back on a day when it is.

Standard Prices

Carousel £2.00

Bungee Trampolines £5.00

Wave Swinger £3.00 

Bottled Drink £1.50

Ice Cream £1.70

Total £13.20

Passport Price 

£9.99
A saving of  £3.21, 
that’s nearly 25%†

*£3.50 saving is on a Family Balloon Ride 

Ticket, price £35.00. † Actual saving £24.3%.

Terms & Conditions
S&D Leisure will not be responsible for 

any damage or loss of the passport wristband. S&D 
Leisure reserve the right to refuse admission or eject any person 

whom they feel may be a risk to the safety of others, themselves and/or 
affect the enjoyment of others, appears to be under the influence of alcohol or drugs 

or is acting aggressively. Wristbands cannot be exchanged or refunded after purchase. 

Balloon Ride Ticket 10% Discount. 
The wristband must not be removed or tampered with. S&D Leisure staff reserve the right to refuse the 

discount if there is evidence of tampering. If the balloon isn’t flying then a ticket may still be purchased and 
used on another day. Ticket valid for 12 months from the date of purchase.  

save
almost

25%

Bournemouth 
Balloon
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Call Wren today on 425000  
or email info@wrenlettings.co.uk 

www.wrenlettings.co.uk

Incorporating

Burridge Letting
Agents

Wren –  
a dedicated  

Letting Agent
Considered to be one of the most 
active agents in their area, and 
working throughout Bournemouth, 
Christchurch and Poole.

If you are a landlord needing 
a tenant for your property or a 
professional Managing Agent who 
specialises only in Residential 
Management and nothing else,  
call us today or visit our web site.

W ren for all your residential and holiday 
letting requirements 


