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St Stephen’s:  13th January, 2013     The Baptism of Jesus
Matthew 3: 17   “This is my son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”

God says that to Jesus, at his baptism, and he says it to us, day by day.  God says to each one of us, “You are my son, my daughter, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”  

And the sad thing is that we find that difficult to believe.  Why?  Because we think we have to be perfect before God can love us.  Maybe I’m wrong, and this doesn’t apply to you ~ I hope so; but I do know that very many people feel, quite deeply, that unless they grow, morally, ethically, spiritually, God will not really love them.
I wonder if you know, from ‘Alice in Wonderland’, this conversation between the Dormouse and Alice:

“I wish you wouldn’t squeeze so,” said the Dormouse, who was sitting next to her. “I can hardly breathe.”

“I can’t help it,” said Alice very meekly, “I’m growing.”

“You’ve no right to grow here,” said the Dormouse. 

“Don’t talk nonsense,” said Alice more boldly: “You know you’re growing too.”

“Yes, but I grow at a reasonable pace,” said the Dormouse: “not in that ridiculous fashion.”

Alice didn’t know that she needed to stop attempting to become bigger and better, and accept that ‘how she was’, albeit not quite as she might wish to be, was quite sufficient.
Did you know that ‘He who is sufficient’, or ‘He who gives enough’, is one of the Hebrew names of God?  I discovered this as I prepared to preach yesterday at the Reform Synagogue.  When the prophet Isaiah refers, in our first reading, to the people of Israel as ’Jacob’ it is worth us remembering that Jacob, Isaac, and the great patriarch, Abraham, knew God as ‘El Shaddai’,  that is, ‘The God who is sufficient ~ ie ~ sufficient to supply all of one’s needs.  For example, in Genesis 28: 3 we read:  “May God Almighty ~ El Shaddai ~ bless you and make you fruitful and increase your numbers.”  The Hebrew word ‘Dai’ means ‘enough’ or ‘sufficient’; and one of the challenges for us, in being asked to accept that God is well pleased with us, and loves us, is to accept that God’s love is sufficient ~ is all that is needed ~ for God to be well pleased with us.
That word ‘Dai’ is picked up in the Passover Haggadah song, ‘Dayeinu’, which means, ‘It would have been enough for us.’ The song, ‘Dayeinu’, celebrates the various miracles God performed while liberating the Hebrew people from Egyptian servitude.  It thanks God ~ whose might is in providing sufficiency ~ for each great act, and encourages satisfaction with each one, by itself.  “If he had brought us out of Egypt, and not carried out judgements against them, Dayenu, it would have sufficed us!  …. If he had supplied our needs in the desert for 40 years, and had not fed us the manna, Dayenu, it would have sufficed us.’ ~ and so on, through all God’s great liberating acts of the Exodus from Egypt.    Do you see? ~ there is a strong sense that God knows what is sufficient.  Jewish tradition has an understanding that when God was creating the world he stopped the process of creation at a certain point, holding back from more ~ why? ~ because he had sufficient ~ and he had seen that it was ‘very good’.
So it is for us.  We all share a humanity that is not as we might like it to be, ~ it’s, all too clearly and painfully, not perfect ~ but, and it’s a big ‘but’ ~ it is, as it is, ‘sufficient’ for us ~ and we need to accept that sufficiency as God did, as ‘very good’, and live with it, and each other, gladly, and with thanksgiving.  So, there it is, in a nutshell.
God says to each one of us, “You are my son, my daughter, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”  
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