Jesus said to Peter, and he says to each of us, “Who do you say that I am?”
My grandson was visiting one day when he asked, "Grandad, do you know how you and God are alike?"  I mentally polished my halo, while I asked, "No, how are we alike?"

 "You're both old," he replied.  Well, clearly, a sense of humour helps – and that’s something else that I reckon God and I have in common!
Try it from another angle:
A little girl said to her mother, "I want to discover who I am from knowing more about my ancestors, so, let’s go right back to the beginning: Where did people come from?"

Her mother answered, "God made Adam and Eve and they had children and that's how the whole human race was made."

A couple of days later she asked her father the same question.  The father answered, "Many years ago there were monkeys, which the human race evolved from."

The confused little girl returned to her mother and said, "Mummy, how is it possible that you told me that we were created by God, and Daddy said we came from monkeys?"

The mother answered, "Well, dear, it is very simple. I told you about my side of the family and your father told you about his."
I guess that who we see someone else as being can be about what we know of their origins, but it’s more likely to be about how we feel about the person if they’re standing in front of us, and any other evidence we have of what they are about.  In Jesus’ case, we look in the Bible for evidence. 

Now, in answering Jesus’ question to his disciples, "Who do men say that I am?",  they were not united.  
"Some say you are John the Baptist," said one of the disciples.  "Some say you are Elijah or one of the prophets," answered another.

"But who do you say that I am?" asked Jesus.

"You are the Christ," answered Peter.

Christ is simply the Greek word for Messiah, so Peter is acknowledging that Jesus is the central figure of history, whom the Jewish people had been awaiting since, almost, time immemorial.  The Messiah was the one who would draw history together in the way God wanted it to be – so this was a pretty big confession of faith that Peter was making.  And so it is for us.
Some might say, "Jesus was a great teacher." Or some might say, "He was a great religious leader."

But what does it mean, to each of us, for us to say that Jesus is much more than that?

For Jesus, to be the Messiah, meant that he fulfilled, in himself, the words of Isaiah about how God’s servant would suffer and be rejected.  And Jesus told Peter that, so that Peter should have had no illusions.  Look again at the words Isaiah spoke, some  years before Jesus, about the behaviour and character of the promised Messiah.  Isaiah writes as though he was the Messiah:
“I did not turn backwards.  I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard.  I did not hide my face from insult and spitting.”

This is part of what scholars have called the ‘suffering servant’ passages of Isaiah, making it unexpectedly clear that the Messiah, as envisaged by Isaiah, was not going to be a great conquering hero, but someone not very popular, who was treated badly and rejected rather than acclaimed as the great long-awaited Messiah.  This is not what the Jewish people would have been expecting, or wanting – they had experienced one oppressive overlord after another – it was the Romans in Jesus’ day – and they wanted a Messiah who would, as they say, kick the rear of the Romans.  But Isaiah’s reading of Messiahship is that preferred by the Gospel-writers as they attempt to point to what Jesus was about, and Mark brings out, clearly, how Jesus speaks about himself in ways that accord with Isaiah’s suffering servant picture of the Messiah.
So, the Gospel writers, I believe, want us to ask two questions:  first,
What does that show us about God?  
and, secondly, if we decide to put our faith in that sort of God, what difference is that going to make to your life?
I’ll make a quick attempt at both questions:

First, we are shown by Jesus’ life echoing the description of Isaiah’s suffering servant, that God is not distant, nor set apart, nor yet so almighty and powerful that nothing can harm God.  This, in itself, is remarkable – because it strains our previously-held  definitions of God, whom we habitually greet, in prayer, as ‘Almighty God’.  Somehow, we have here a God whose meaning seems to lie in paradox – that is, an apparent contradiction, but with a deeper truth lying beneath the surface.  Somehow, it seems to be that the God shown in Jesus can be both mighty and painfully vulnerable, at the same time.  God created the cosmos, but God can be beaten-up by God’s creatures.  Thus, if we are going to rejoice in the hope given us by God’s resurrection of Jesus, we cannot escape also facing the crucifixion of God.  And yes, in case you were wondering, we are not meant to find paradoxes comfortable; for they tell us truths we would rather not hear about being human, and about how God’s logic is fundamentally left of centre from ours (or do I mean the other way round?!).
Secondly, if we decide to put our faith in that sort of God, what difference is it going to make to our lives?
It should enable us to cherish ourselves and others, genuinely, as we are, weaknesses notwithstanding, rather than secretly despising ourselves for not being as good, strong, kind, generous or, in many other ways, perfect, as we would like ourselves to be.  It should enable us to sit more lightly on our weaknesses, and, thereby, be just a touch easier to be with – so long as we can be similarly sanguine about the weak-spots of each other!  It should free us up to feel compassion for the suffering, seeing God in them, and finding practical ways of standing in solidarity with them.  It should enable us to face the fact that the mystery of suffering is writ-deeply into our humanity (would that it were not so – but it is, it simply is so).  It should enable us to come close to the elusive and alluring and frightening mystery of God, who is a fire that burns, as well as one that warms and lights our way.
It should enable us to approach with a trembling reverence and awe Jesus’ words to his followers throughout all ages:

“If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.  For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake , and for the sake of the gospel, will save it.”

So, -  the question for each of us remains – from Jesus to us, echoing down the minutes, hours and days of our lives – right to the end-day:  he asks, as he asked Peter:

Who do you say that I am? +
