24 April – St Peter’s Bournemouth
Acts 11: 1-18; Rev 21: 1-6; John 13: 31 – 35
Today is 6th April. Just run with me on this. 
I'm on a train, travelling from Durham to London
to perform some standup comedy

at a bar in Shoreditch. 
(I am a priest with shady interests). 
I am thinking of you. Who are you? 
Why will you be in St Peter's on the 24th April 2016? 
I am also wondering where Bournemouth actually is. 
I don't often leave the North. 

For those who are familiar with Game of Thrones, 

I live near Winterfell, 

and count Wildlings amongst my dearest friends.
I am saying my prayers that somehow these words

and your life situations will weave together and kinda click

and you will discover something more of God with you... 

Otherwise I will have travelled all the way from Winterfell

for nothing.

Ok... Now on the 25th April 2016, let's pray.
Loving God
come and speak to us.
Speak into the particularity of our situations;

refresh our perspectives
weave new hope into the fabric of our lives,
bathe us in your love.
In the name of the Father, 
the Son and the Holy Spirit
Amen.
Have you ever skimmed a stone across

the surface of some water?

It’s really satisfying.

I think the best I ever had was 6 bounces.

There is something utterly captivating

About the way the stone launches off in 

Seemingly impossible new directions.

There’s something quite wonderful about that.
For the purposes of this sermon

Imagine we are skimming a stone across the scriptures,

The texts will launch our reflection – 

like a skimming stone
In new directions

In trajectories which, I hope,

Will lead us nearer to God.

It strikes me that our readings speak powerfully of 
New perspective, (Acts Reading)

Fresh hope (Revelation reading)

and an invitation into deep love (John reading). 
New perspective, fresh hope and an invitation into deep love. 

In a world of jaded cynicism, 
pervasive hopelessness and poisonous hatred, 
(I don’t want to be a downer, 

but there’s a lot of it about)
I reckon we desperately need 
new perspective, fresh hope
and an invitation into deep love. 

Our communities need these things, 
our schools, our universities, 
our workplaces and families, 
our churches, our politics.
Bournemouth needs these things. 
New perspective.
Fresh hope
Deep love.
Just to hammer it home –
this is a stone skimming sermon
which will launch in three trajectories:
New perspective - Acts
Fresh hope - Revelation
Deep love- John
New perspective (trajectory  1).
Have you ever had the experience of being 
certain of the rightness of your outlook, 
only to have the rug well and truly
pulled out from under your feet?
Sometimes religious people fall right into that trap. 
Too easily we think we have God in our back pockets.
Sometimes we shrink wrap Jesus ‘till he's dash board sized
and then co-opt him to our cause. 
Easily we have attitudes that imply
we know who God favours and who God doesn't. 
So often we draw lines between those

we identify as ‘goodies, the ‘in group’
and those ‘baddies’ over there.

What underlies our need to label, 
demarcate, separate, and divide? 

Fear, insecurity, the need for control and power,
pride, lack of forgiveness or understanding,
 resentment… just to name a few.

· Young children do it. ‘You can play our game. You can’t’;

· Families do it, ‘We don’t talk to uncle so and so …’ 

· Nations do it, ‘God is on our side.’

· The Church does it – different groups drawing lines and claiming that God is with them and against others. 

I was in London recently, as you know. 
Walking to the tube I saw a man in ragged clothing, 
clutching a bottle of Lambrini, 
picking up tab ends from the pavement
stumbling and shambolic. 
What did I see?

A total waster? 
A man to be feared? 
Someone’s son?

Someone’s friend?

A brother?

A father?

A child of God? 
To be honest... 
It took a lot of sifting and pondering 
before I could get past my insider/outsider filters ,

and see the humanity of the man. 
Do you have insiders and outsiders in Bournemouth?

Are their groups or individuals who are shunned? 

Beyond the pale?

People you’d cross the street to avoid?
We need new perspectives
if we are to avoid demonising the other.
That's where our Acts passage speaks loud and clear
of a God who won't stay inside
our neat and tidy lines of expectation. 
In the earliest days of the church

there was some tension

around the  insiders/outsider question.

Peter gets a right earful in Jerusalem
when he goes back to HQ. 
‘What are you doing with uncircumcised men? 
Eating with them for crying out loud. 
We just don't do that!’
To their credit the believers in Jerusalem are open
to shifting perspective. 
They listen to Peter’s account
of the vision and the voice:
a vision in which what Peter thought was offside

Is proclaimed very much onside.

a voice that states that what he thought was unclean

has been made clean. 
God shifts Peter’s perspective, and
Peter’s account of this shifts
 the perspective of the others in Jerusalem.
God pushes back the limits of their perspective.
It’s remarkable.

Peter describes how God’s Spirit fell upon the Gentiles.
The fullness of God poured upon outsiders.
Cornelius, the man from Caesarea who sent for Peter,

was a man of prayer,
a generous man.
a man seeking God.

God honors those who seek him,
Wherever they are.

Whether they are homeless,
struggling with troubles,
coming from difficult backgrounds,
Whatever.
God honors those who seek him.
And none of us have a monopoly
On the desire for God.

So the stone soars on.

New perspective to

Fresh hope (trajectory  2).
Sometimes life goes pear-shaped.

Sometimes we do unbelievably stupid things;

Sometimes marriages fall apart.

Sometimes sickness stalks

Sometimes grief overwhelms

Sometimes depression pounces

Sometimes life is a miserable uphill struggle.

Oh for fresh hope.

Deep hope

Dependable hope

Hope that helps us to hang on;

Hope that is not defeated by setback.

Hope that strengthens us to run the race;

Fresh hope.

I love that passage from Revelation 21. 

It comes to me and says

Lift up your eyes.

It says make this hope the backdrop

against which you read all of life and death:
‘I heard a loud voice from the throne saying:

‘See the home of God is among mortals. 

He will dwell with them;

They will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them

He will wipe every tear from their eyes.

Death will be no more

Mourning and crying will be no more,

For the first things have passed away.’

But … the over-developed cynic in me
wants to object… 

isn’t this passage pedaling

pie in the sky when you die?
‘Put up with the rubbish because
 it will all be alright in the end…’
A kind of Disney narrative?

We don’t need plastic glittery promises
Of a happy ending.

We need real, solid, here and now hope.

But to my cynic I need to point out (gently)
hope in God has always been present tense.
It is now and stretches on ahead of us.

God speaks and says:

 ‘See I am making all things new.’

In the midst of struggle and pain

God is.

God hears the railing of the human heart;

God is with us.

God is present

And promises to always be present.
God wipes tears from the eyes of the sufferer

And points to a future

That begins now.

Whatever we face

we do not have to face it alone.

God is present…

and if we want to object, argue,
rail, ask why, why me?
God where are you?

The psalms give us permission to do so.
Telling God where we are and how we are,

honestly, openly, frankly

is the first step towards genuine hope,

hope in the God who walks with us through life, 

through death and into a new tomorrow.
So the stone soars on.
New perspective

Fresh hope
to
Deep love (trajectory 3)
Our Gospel reading comes from John

Jesus has just washed the feet of his disciples

Including the feet of Judas who will betray him

and Peter who will deny him.

I want to focus in on part of what he says to his disciples
‘I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. 
Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.’
‘Love one another. Just as I have loved you’.

His love is sacrificial, generous, indiscriminate.

Practical, hands on, tender, humble.

This is how God loves.

He wraps a towel around his waist and kneels at your feet.

This is deep love
‘love one another. Just as I have loved you’.

We are invited to receive this love

And to offer this love.

‘Love to the loveless show 

that they might lovely be’

Today, Love bids you welcome.

Don’t draw back.

None of us are worthy,
But all are invited.

What might it mean to step into this love?
To open yourself to receive Jesus’s love
This love will take is on new trajectories
New directions

New possibilities:
In our personal lives;

In our families and friendship groups,

In tricky relationships with difficult people,

In your workplace.

In school

In your studies

In your art and music

In your civic life?
‘Love one another. Just as I have loved you’.

Jesus love takes us in new directions.

Next time you have a moment – 
go and skim a stone 

And ponder this:

God brings:

New perspective:
Fresh hope: 

Deep love:
Let’s pray
God give us new perspective:

the insight to see

you at work in the other: 

the kid at school who has no friends;

the asylum seeker;

the prisoner;

the person we have tended

to consider beyond the pale.

Help us not to hinder your work.
God give us new perspective

Holy Spirit, grant us new hope,
help us to be agents of your hope

in a world where many are hopeless,

without a sense of the rich possibilities

for new life which you bring into the

darkest of places.

God, grant us new hope

And help us to be agents of your hope

Jesus give us a renewed sense of your great love for us
Help us to catch a glimpse of the beauty and potential

You see in each of us.

Help us to love one another as you love us,
and take us on new trajectories.

Send your loving kindness upon this church
and this community

A blessing full of:

New perspective

Fresh hope

Deep love.
Amen
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