Mission in practice – Churches at work
St Michael and all ages

Sparks reignited

W

hat do you do if the number of
young families in your village
keeps growing? You restart a children’s
group.
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This is the approach taken by St Mary’s,
Upton Grey, where the Sparks Sunday
children’s group was relaunched in
February with a party in the village hall,
attended by 22 children for a wide range
of ages between three and 11.

S

t Michael and All Angels, West
Andover, could be described as
St Michael and All Ages, particularly
on a Wednesday afternoon when 70
plus school pupils flood into the
church for hot chocolate or squash,
while a group of older people gather
in the church hall for tea, cake, chat,
cards or a talk, at the Welcome Club.
The Welcome Club has been running
for four years and attracts around 20
regulars, many of whom do not
attend the church for services. Serving
hot chocolate to school pupils is a
newer venture, set up in September.
As well as a drink, the children can
have a Penguin biscuit given out by
Ann, fondly known as ‘the penguin
lady’, who, whatever the weather,
stands on the pavement pointing the
way to the hot drinks (see picture
above).
“The idea is to make the church
accessible and not frightening,” says
Ann. “We are opening the church and
saying we are here.”

8

The group is going to meet once a
month to start with but the plan is to
extend it. “We’re hoping that it’s going
to help St Mary’s to connect with an
ever-growing group of young families in
the village,” says the rector, Simon
Butler.
They are going to use material produced
for groups by the evangelising
organisation Urban Saints because,
Simon says: “we really love its ethos and
focus”.
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Let us know your news and send us
your photographs, preferably high
resolution jpegs of around 1MB.
Please email Stella Wiseman,
Marketing and Content Editor,
stella.wiseman@winchester.anglica
n.org or call 01962 737325.
www.winchester.anglican.org
@CofEWinchester
www.facebook.com/CofEWinchester

Artist Gill Sakakini speaking at the Creative Prayer workshop in February

W

elcome to the April issue of
Live the Mission.

As the time for Thy Kingdom Come
2017—the Archbishops’ call for a
wave of prayer—draws nearer,
Christians of all denominations are
looking at ways of responding.
One example is February’s Creative
Prayer Ecumenical Workshop in
Winchester which attracted 80
people from Anglican, Catholic,
Methodist, independent evangelical,
and community churches, where they
explored diverse ways of praying:
from engaging with the space
around, to multi-sensory prayer, to
using a prayer wall and prayer
breviaries, to linking in prayer across

cultures and global partnerships. “The
richness of ideas was amazing,” said
one attendee. It was a taste of the
richness that beckons during the
praying together of Thy Kingdom Come.
More next time.
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News from across the Diocese
Tools to care for the planet

“T

he idea is that you can go away
with the tools in your hands to
go back to your churches with things
you can do,” said Dr Ruth Valerio from
the environmental charity A Rocha.
She was addressing an audience at one
of the Tools for Transformation
evenings held across the Diocese to
encourage churches to consider their
impact on the environment — “for the
sake of the earth, the poor, ourselves
and God” said Ruth — and look at ways
of lessening this impact.

Around 300 people attended meetings
at five churches where they also heard
representatives of Christian Aid and
Tearfund, and shared ideas. St John’s,
Rownhams, showed slides one evening
of the church allotment which provides
produce for the Southampton food
bank.
One way of reducing a church’s
environmental impact is to sign up for
the supremely practical ‘Eco Church’
scheme. It requires churches to spend
15 minutes filling in a questionnaire
which reveals what they are already
doing to care for the environment and
helps them see what else they can be
doing and to aim for bronze, silver and
gold awards. For details visit http://
ecochurch.arocha.org.uk.

Churches can also sign up for the Big
Church Switch which helps churches
and individual Christians to switch their
energy supply from fossil fuels to
renewable energy. St John’s, Hartley
Wintney, has just switched over to
2

buying both its gas and electricity from
renewable sources. Ruth Jarman, the
church’s ‘environment champion’ said:
“It cost us about 10 per cent more, but
the PCC had voted to pay up to 20 per
cent more for ethical energy.” For
further details visit
www.bigchurchswitch.org.uk.
In February churches held ‘green
communion’ services with a special
liturgy to reflect on the importance of
caring for the earth. St Mary’s,
Andover—a church which has just
been awarded its bronze Eco Church
award—held both a green communion
and an all-age service with the theme
of ‘Creation Care’ and encouraged the
church community to take personal
action in reducing its carbon footprint.

‘Green communion’
St Mary’s and St John’s, Rownhams, are
among the many churches joining in
the WWF Earth Hour, turning the lights
off from 8.30-9.30pm on Saturday, 25
March. At St John’s, vicar Julian
Williams will play an hour of piano
music by candlelight in the church for
anyone who would like to come.

to women with addiction
it’s all women so you can share. I
have learned so much. Here you can
build relationships and it has been
helping me to get along with people.
The staff don’t smother you; they
encourage you
to do things for
yourself.”
Perhaps crucially
she added: “I’ve
always felt
accepted and
loved, no matter
what I have
done.”

The programme is always grateful
for support through prayer,
donations or volunteering and
details can be found on the website
(see below). The website also sells
jewellery,
clothing,
stationery,
accessories and
home products
to support the
woman at the
Waterfall.

If anyone knows
of a woman who
The Waterfall
would benefit
recently took on
from the
an Operations
support that the
Manager and
programme can
Tricia hopes this
give, please
will enable the
contact the
project to
programme
expand further.
using the details
“I feel myself
in the box
getting creative
below, or pass
about
on these details
Tricia and one of the women from the
Waterfall
study
the
Bible
together
developing the
so that a selfprogramme,”
referral may be
made.
she said.
Information about referrals can be
Currently, the Waterfall meets in a
found on the website.
large office block but ideally would

like to move to somewhere which
gives them more privacy, but Tricia
said: “I am trusting that God has
something better lined up for us at
the right time”.

Contact the Waterfall:
Telephone: 07518 032 245;
Email: tricia@thewaterfall.org.uk
Website: http://thewaterfall.org.uk
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The Waterfall — reaching out

T

here are few
programmes in the UK
that reach out specifically to
women with addictions, but
Southampton city centre
has one in the shape of the
Waterfall.

may refer themselves. The criterion
is that they must acknowledge that
they need to commit to coming
every week and must be involved in
some recovery programme or
counselling. They must also be open
to the fact that the Waterfall is a
Christian organisation and that there
will be a faith input. However, the
programme welcomes all women
over the age of 18 regardless of
race, religion or sexual orientation.

The Waterfall, founded by Tricia
Kenyon who has many years’
experience of working with women
with addictions, is linked with ISAAC, The fact that there are no men is
International
important. “I’ve
Substance
found that if
“I’ve always felt accepted
Abuse and
women with
Addiction
and loved, no matter what I addictions link
Coalition, an
into projects
have done.”
international
where there are
network of
men they tend to
projects and individuals in the field
hook up with them and then they
of addiction.
don’t look after themselves,” said
Tricia. “They don’t care for or value
Tricia and her team – some of them
themselves as much and they may
ex-addicts – offer both group work
see themselves as having no
and one-to-one support to up to 10
choices.” Tricia herself understood
women, helping them to create a
this sense of not having a choice
balanced lifestyle, to look after and
from the days before she became a
value themselves and to deal with
Christian at university. “Men were
recovery. They also practise
the main thing that made me feel OK
socialising with other people – as
addiction can be very isolating – and and I didn’t like the way I behaved.
doing group activities such as baking When I gave myself to Jesus that
stopped and God filled that space.”
or having a coffee together.
The women may be referred from
other services – social services, the
probation services, drug addiction
services, churches for instance – or
6

One of the women whom Waterfall
has helped said: “I go to the
recovery programmes in the evening
and often I’m the only woman. Here

Flexible space, chocolate face

A

ll Saints Church, Odiham, has
reopened its doors following a
major reordering project which has
given the church new flexibility to
welcome more people in.
This flexibility was immediately obvious
at the massive pancake party for the
whole benefice held to celebrate the
reopening at which hundreds of
pancakes and toppings were served
along with tea, coffee and squash, and
tables were laden with craft activities.
The event also marked the relaunch of
the All Saints After School service which
will be held on the first Wednesday of
the month from 3.15-4pm.
Rev’d Alison Brown, said, as she served
pancakes: “The reordering has taken

Edward, Lawrence, pancakes and
chocolate spread
about five months and it’s provided a
much warmer, more flexible area which
I hope people will feel welcomed and
relaxed in. We plan to have more events
for across the whole deanery, starting
with a quiz night for everyone.”

First sheep arrive in school

T

he first of the ‘Ewe Matter’ sheep
have been arriving in schools. St
Mary’s Bentworth, for instance, is now
home to six of these life-size fibreglass
sheep which will be decorated by the
children to represent the villages and
towns from which the pupils are drawn.

“We are really grateful for the
opportunity to forge even closer links
with the local parish. The children are
also really excited about decorating
their sheep, and having the chance to
express what makes them and their
community unique.”

As part of the project, worshippers from
local parishes, particularly from the
older generation, will visit schools to
lead assemblies, read with pupils, help
in the classroom and share skills and
experience. The project aims to help
pupils to think about self-worth and the
value of the skills and experience of
people from other generations.
Jo Ayres, headteacher at St Mary’s, said:

Six sheep at St Mary’s
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Africa in focus
Deanery links: a visit to Lango, Uganda

“T

he 21st century belongs to
Africa!” said Bishop Tim on his
return from a visit to Kenya. “The
future of the African church is being
determined by Africans supporting
Africans, building up their nations for
the common good.”
The Diocese has long had close ties
with Christian communities across
Eastern Africa, and Bishop Tim met
Archbishop Jackson Ole Sapit, the new
head of the Anglican Church in Kenya,
who spoke about the importance of
education for Africa, particularly
higher and further education. East
African countries like Kenya, where
around 40 per cent of the population is
under 15, need more universities,
including those founded by the Church
and based on Christian values, in order
to prepare the coming generations for
leadership and nation-building.
Afterwards, Bishop Tim said: “What
I’ve seen in Kenya during this week has
again encouraged me about Africa’s
future, but also about God’s mission
throughout the world, and the
strength of the worldwide church. As
Europeans, our place is now alongside
Africans who are working with
Africans. The experience of being
alongside can provide us with new
insights about our own context, and
prepare us to be more open to others
from around the world, working
alongside us as we learn again what it
means to share our faith with
confidence and clarity.
“This trip has further reinforced the
Diocese’s commitment to co-operate
with our friends across the region,
4

A visit to the Diocese of Lango, Uganda,
by three representatives of Alresford
Deanery – Barbara Griffiths, Hannah
Warner and Rev. Stephen Mourant –
has strengthened the links between the
two parts of the Anglican church.

Bishop Tim, Danson Mwangi of the
Church Army, and Nancy Njagi, director, Centre for Urban Mission, outside
the first Anglican Church in Kibera
working with those who are in some of
the most challenging contexts in
Congo, Rwanda, Burundi and Uganda. I
am particularly excited about the
potential development of further and
higher education institutions. The first
thing the gospel offers is hope; Africa
is full of hopeful Christians looking for
education and training.”
Bishop Tim and his team also visited
the Church Army Centre for Urban
Mission in Kibera, which trains Africans
in the challenges of mission in informal
settlements like Kibera, home to more
than 600,000 people. The team also
explored whether the Diocese of
Winchester could send its own
ministry students to Africa, to give
them a new perspective. “Learning
how others elsewhere in the world are
working together to support each
other is now crucial for our own
development,” added Bishop Tim.

Included in a packed programme was a
meeting with Mothers’ Union leaders
whose ministry includes working with
those with HIV, women suffering from
domestic abuse, orphans and vulnerable
children; counselling trauma victims;
supporting ‘Father’s House’, a ministry
to 68 vulnerable children without
proper family networks; as well as
marriage counselling and preparation.
Marriage was an important feature of
the trip as Stephen was asked to preach
at a wedding in the cathedral in the city
of Lira and then the three attended a
joint wedding of 13 couples where
Stephen was asked to preach again as
well as pray over the rings.
The three visited the MU’s Vocations
Centre at St Augustine’s Church where
young women and girls are trained in

skills for life, and single mothers are
supported in having a trade. A trip to
the Boro Boro Youth Vocations Centre
then introduced Barbara, Hannah and
Stephen to staff who train young
women to use sewing machines, and
boys in motorcycle maintenance.

The group also met people who had
attended a ‘Rooted in Jesus’ course and
who were now training others in
Christian discipleship and faith-sharing.
Stephen reflected on the vitality of the
Christian congregations they visited,
noting that they were an inspiration for
churches back home in the UK.
There were meetings with Bishop John
Charles Odurkami as well as the
diocesan youth co-ordinator, the
treasurer and others who are
responsible for diocesan strategy and
policy, all of which has been fully
developed since the bishop was elected
in 2005. Bishop Charles is set to retire in
2017 but both Lango Diocese and the
deanery are keen to sustain and develop
links.

13 brides for 13 grooms
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