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Easter Day 2012
Mark 16: 7  “He is going ahead of you into Galilee.  There you will see him.”

Where will we see the Risen Christ?
We see him here. We experience a heart-quickening touch of the joy of Jesus’ resurrection here in Church on this Easter morning.  It would be a rather poor thing if we didn’t! Let me say, as I relish in the Easter experience of this incredible Church, just how enormously grateful we are to Linda Whalley and all our splendid team of flower ladies, who have beautified our church so magnificently to give us a taste of Easter joy! (let’s thank them!)  Let me also praise our makers of divine music ~ who excel themselves, in a great extravaganza of resurrection joy at this festal service ~ take a bow, please ~ Sam, Duncan, and all our musicians! (applause).  
For me, there’s no doubt about it, that we can experience a taste and touch of Easter joy here and now. We are caught up, to at least some extent, in that wild and heady resurrection laughter which rocks, topples and changes the whole cosmos.  Fantastic!
And what about when you go home afterwards? What about in your daily routine of housework, shopping, socialising and all the other humdrum, but necessary, things?  Is he there?

What about when you go back to work after enjoying the bank holiday? Is he there?

What about when the school and college terms start again?  Is he there?  And, if not, why not?

The question persists, “Where will we see the Risen Christ?”

It persists, firstly, because we are not escapists.  That is, we need reality, not something fake or phoney.  We don’t need a bit of Easter Sunday religious escapism, which evaporates in the ‘outside’ world.  What use is that? 
The question, “Where will we see the Risen Christ?”, also persists because the Risen Christ is not content with us not recognising him, already present, in all areas of our lives.  God intends us all to experience the fullness of Easter outside the routine life of any organised religion.  Remember Mark’s words: “He is going ahead of you into Galilee.  There you will see him.”  What does that mean? 
Galilee was the world of work, the commercial arena, the centre of radical politics.  Galilee, for us, is both our humdrum daily grind and also the heady cosmopolitan world of finance, property and all the political swings and roundabouts that are so volatile and demanding they leave us exhausted, and sometimes sweating with fear. Now, when the living Christ, the Risen One, meets us there we can be sure that something utterly new has happened.  At that point, resurrection is not just an item in the creed but a startling fact of experience.
Galilee asserts that the quality of life that we experience each day matters to God. Let’s be clear ~ for the Gospels are ~ God is more concerned that his children should be fully alive than that they should be religious.  What we do in this wonderful building is not about membership of a holy club, it is about opening ourselves so that God might help us to be on the side of life ~ so that we might help others to, similarly, be on the side of life!
As those who begin to see the Risen Jesus all around us, in our Galilee, our Bournemouth ~ we start to recognise him in the square, the triangle, the gardens, the shops and clubs, and on Bournemouth’s beautiful beaches ~ we must always be on the side of life ~ yes, real life, with all it’s messiness and ambiguities!  That means that we must build up, only, the religion that makes people more welcoming of others, more aware and sensitive to their differences ~ in other words, we must build up the religion that brings people to life; but set our face, as Jesus did, against the religion that deadens the hearts and minds of people.  We must be messengers of hopefulness ~ not glib, but hard-won hopefulness. In a world of sceptical manipulation we must keep on affirming that human nature can be changed, and that the future of our nation and our world is not made by us, nor marred by us, but is coming to meet us from the hand and hope of the Risen Christ.   That is what is shown us by the resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth, that our lives and our world can be changed ~ indeed, in the hands of God, quietly, under the surface, like a seed growing secretly, they already are being changed.
The big question:  How do we identify and work with this irrepressible Spirit of Resurrection Life?

I think this question helps: ‘How must I live so that human beings with vast differences, and small ones, can learn to live in harmony?’ 

My response:  Years ago, faced with the need to work with some whom I found very uncongenial, I learned what seemed like magic at the time, that if I behaved ‘as if’ I liked them then the liking gradually grew.  Of course, this is no magic, this is joining-in with the ever-present link-making and trust-building of the Spirit of Life.  In Easter terms, this is the Spirit of the Risen Jesus we are talking about ~ totally unwilling to accept any conclusion other than life ~ and, even then, nothing less than ‘life in all it’s fullness’.

Living ‘as if’ the world was as God wants it to be.  Living ‘as if’ all were in harmony.  Undoubtedly, we will meet blank incomprehension from some, and opposition from others ~ for harmony is not cost-effective, it advantages the non-productive and gives them a voice.  Some will dismiss us as hopelessly naïve.  All that we must expect.  But others will respond with recognition ~ yes, they too want harmony; yes, they too are trustworthy; and there will be deep gratitude.  All this is us mirroring and channelling the pro-active work of resurrection healing of the ever-impatient Spirit of Life.
Just one specific example for this morning: I discovered from Guys Marsh Prison that newly-released prisoners being mentored by a sympathetic listener in or near to their home community last year turned-round the percentage of reoffending from 80% to 20%. That’s a radical change! ~ just by sympathetic listening; so there’s a message for us all there!  

On this Easter morning we rejoice that the Risen Christ goes ahead of us into the Galilee of our day-to-day lives.  But he doesn’t expect us to be far behind in recognising him, always on the side of life!

Jesus said, “I have come that you may have life, in over-flowing abundance!”

Take heart, he is there, in his irrepressible Risen Life, ahead of us in all the corners of our world!
The Lord is risen, Alleluia!

He is risen indeed, Alleluia!
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