I should feel fed-up but actually I’m full of gratitude.  I’m not grateful for lead thieves for having stripped roofs of both St Peter’s and St Stephen’s, so that rained poured through those roofs and some damage was done.  Nor am I in any way grateful for what it’s going to cost us ~ no way!
However, being faced with this onslaught has caused us to realign some of our church agendas.  We have realised that we were at risk of being just completely taken-over by these unpleasant events and we were at risk of losing our raison d’etre ~ you know, the whole purpose for why we’re actually here at all as churches.  It’s about the Gospel of Jesus, isn’t it? ~ the gospel of care, of compassion, of forgiveness.  I’m grateful for being reminded of our purpose.
I’m also grateful for a young man called Charlie, who was so upset by those thefts that he is campaigning in his local school to help with the cost of covering our roofs.

As it happens, just now I’m feeling grateful for rather a lot of things.  My wife and I have just enjoyed a fantastic holiday ….

Whilst we’ve been away, our children have taken care of the house, and our wonderful dog, and a very able and committed team of fellow-leaders have been keeping things running, in top-notch order, at our churches.

On Friday I become Chaplain to the new Mayor of Bournemouth, Phil Stanley-Watts, a lovely man, self-evidently worthy of this office, and on Sunday I shall give thanks in St Peter’s, at the Civic Service, for all that the officers and elected members of our Borough Council do for this town.  There is so much hard work, excellent Godly vision about the thriving of our richly diverse community, and there are many groups working in partnership for the well-being of our town.  One of those groups in our Nightclub Chaplaincy …..
This coming Sunday we give thanks for God the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit is the very breath of life within us, and the love and common concern that flows between us.  The Holy Spirit inspires us to give thanks, & gratitude generates more gratitude ~ so, as we begin this new day, let us do that.

