Our Gospel speaks about the Kingdom of God.  Jesus told his disciples to pray for the coming of God’s Kingdom. I suspect that, with a touch of embarrassment, most of us don’t know quite what to pray for, in specific terms.  So my aim is to offer some observations and suggestions.
To begin with, three observations:
1.  Many Christians are shocked by the world in which we live, but are confused and perplexed about how to respond to it.

2. Public and private prayer for the Kingdom tends to be, if not perfunctory, at least, lacking the imagination and creativity brought to how we pray for some other things.

3. There are some psychological and spiritual forces which explain the poverty of prayer for the Kingdom. If we can understand these forces and learn to transcend them, maybe we can revive our praying and working for the coming of the Kingdom in a way that does justice to the great emphasis Jesus put on it.

Let me be specific in offering a definition: that is, the kingdom of God implies the transformation of human society as it is~ its politics, its economics, its personal, institutional and international relationships.  So, to be clear, the Kingdom is not some extra-terrestrial entity that will be superimposed on this world. Nor is it a process of ‘internal’ or ‘spiritual’ change that will leave the outer realities looking much the same.  Rather, it is the rediscovery of the real potential of the whole created order for that fullness of life in community that our Jewish friends still call ‘shalom’.
Shalom can not thrive if you feel guilty or powerless.  So easily we can slip those feelings, particularly when we are tired, and, like a large terrier at our heels, they will give us a sharp bite if we offer them the chance. So the more aware of them we are, the less likely we are to give them that chance.
Guilt eats away at you.  I am so rich and she is so poor; I am well housed, they squat in a shanty; we leave more on the side of our plates than they have to eat. It goes deeper: the fact that I demand higher wages encourages automation and puts him out of work; the fact that I demand tax cuts means that she is deprived of adequate health care; my demands for cheap tea means that she ( a tea-picker in Sri Lanka) is under-paid, overworked and under-nourished.  But it goes deeper yet:  I see how far removed from Biblical imperatives are the competitiveness, the acquisitiveness and the consumerist, self-serving inner drives of the capitalist ethic, yet I am part of that.  Consciously or unconsciously, I reflect value systems and styles of thought that are inconsistent with both love of God and love of the poor.  I may protest about the arms race, simplify my lifestyle, eat lentils instead of meat, work in a co-operative, constantly examine my ethical assumptions ~ but, I am caught, because I am human; and I am human in this society at this time.
Then there is also the feeling of powerlessness which destroys our ability to pray for and work for the Kingdom. In a nutshell, what can I do that will make any difference?

Now ~ our readings today bring hope to those fears.
The first parable in our Gospel reading holds in tension two fundamental aspects of the coming of the Kingdom of God: that it depends on the power of God; and that it demands decisive, resolute action at the appropriate time from us.  Let’s focus today on the much-neglected first aspect. The seed grows day and night untended by the farmer.  Notice ~ he is irrelevant to the process once he has sown the seed.  The power at work is both mysterious and fundamental; it is the basis of all life.  St Mark evidently thought this worth emphasising.  Not only does he, alone amongst the gospel-writers, use this story, but he follows it with a parable that makes the same point ~ the mustard seed growing by an unseen power to be ‘the biggest shrub of them all’.  Note carefully: guilt is irrelevant, at one level, because, although we may often get in the way, like a lump of concrete sitting on top of a germinating seed, the power of God is greater than any impediment we can put in the way.  Powerlessness, too, is irrelevant because what matters is the power God chooses to exercise in the establishment of his Kingdom.
You see ~ God’s Kingdom is not limited by our sense of guilt, nor by our feelings of powerlessness.  It is not dependent upon our abilities, our energies, our dodgy willpower, or even by the smallness of our imagination!  The Kingdom is majestic in its comprehensiveness.  It is not a matter of a little more of this or that.  The Kingdom Jesus proclaims goes to the heart of life itself and makes possible a new kind of transformation that only the resurrection can adequately symbolise.
Paul writes, with joy, to the Corinthians about this unseen and mysterious reality, the risen life of Christ.  For him, the resurrection makes the earth a place in which we can live in hope. Paul looks on the prospect of meeting God as a stimulus to serious commitment.  So, for us, Jesus’ death and resurrection inspire us to live for him, as a response to his love for us. 
And ‘living for him’ is always a matter of ‘living for others’, with a passion for the thriving of all human community.  In this way, the Kingdom of God’s ‘shalom’ is a place in which all are in harmony with each other.  It is like a hospitable tree that ‘produces boughs and bears fruit.  … so that … under it every kind of bird may live; in the shade of its branches will nest winged creatures of every kind.’  Ezekiel changes the metaphor, so that, ‘All the trees of the field shall know that I am the Lord’.  And the moral content of that ‘knowledge’ of what it is to live in the Kingdom of God is echoed, many years later, by Mary in the Magnificat;  “I bring low the high trees, I make high the low tree; I dry up the green tree and make the dry tree flourish.”    Why?  Because, “I the Lord have spoken; I will accomplish it.”   Why?   Simply because that’s the way God is.
Ezekiel used those metaphors to convey hope.  He looked forward to days of hope, to trustworthy and solid growth.  Jesus, similarly, encouraged his followers to look beyond the at work confrontations of their own day, and to work together to make God’s Kingdom ‘come on earth, as it is in Heaven’ ~ in the knowledge that God is always ahead of us, and the foundations of God’s Kingdom of Shalom are already laid, much more firmly than we might think, in our hearts and lives, and in the powers that sustain the cosmos.
All we have to do is say ‘Yes!’, and trust God’s resurrection power, at work, under the surface, like a seed growing secretly, in your own heart and life, and in others, and in the joyful laughter of new life, which brings hope to the universe.   May it be so.  +
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